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4E Students Talkback

Selection of views expressed by 4E students in their articles printed in the Talkback section of the
South China Morning Post.

What do you think of the MTR’s notification system? 13/12/08
Cheng Cheuk-hei
Three trains came to a halt during the December 8§ incident because of damage to a power cable.

Why were passengers not notified about what was happening and advised to use the Island Line to Tiu Keng Leng,
or take buses and taxis instead? Clearly this was due to the MTR Corp’s inadequate notification system.
The MTR Corp must be more decisive, especially during such a=busy periods when there are so many passengers.

Should the full smoking ban be delayed?

Katrina Yuen 15/12/08
As someone who is a victim of second-hand smoking, I do not think there should be any delay in the smoking ban.
Apart from the health concerns for smokers and people exposed to second-hand smoke, we should also be thinking

about the tourist industry. Smoke-free bars will leave tourists with a good impression of Hong Kong.

Ng Sze-nga 16/12/08
I am aware bar owners have cited problems — they are experiencing because of the economic downturn.

I am not convinced that extending the grace period will necessarily be good for business.
I admit we are facing tough times, but that is no reason to put people’s health at risk.

LiChi 6/12/08
Some smokers say they light up because they are under a lot of pressure at work and it helps relieve some of the
stress. However, they must be aware that they are harming themselves physically.
They should realize that non smokers are also at risk from the effects of second-hand smoke.
Fung Wing-tung 2/1/09
You see a lot of Hong Kong people smoking on the street beside rubbish bins now that they can no longer smoke in
indoor public places. I see this as a social problem that has to be solved.
I think the sight of so many people standing around a rubbish bin smoking creates a bad impression for tourists. I
also feel that with these people congregating outside to smoke cannot help our poor air quality.
Li Ka-kei 2/1/09
It is necessary to ban smoking in public areas, not just because it affects the health of people who are not smoking,
but also because it is not good for the image of Hong Kong.

This problem will persist if the government delays the ban. The sooner the full ban is implemented, the sooner
smokers will learn to adapt. I think the government should be willing to help those smokers who want to give up.
Nicole Chan 28/12/08

I am against any delays to the full smoking ban, because the partial ban has not been effective.

I do not believe bar owners will suffer from the ban. Where food is served, the smoke-free environment will attract
more diners and even smokers will be willing to refrain from lighting up. Therefore, business will not be adversely
affected. Legislation will also help smokers kick the habit.

What changes would you like to see at ATV? 27/12/08
Pokman Cheng

I hope to see changes to ATV because they are really needed.

First, I think that the number of Chinese advertisements should be reduced as much as possible. These days, these
kinds of adverts almost make me feel I am watching a mainland channel. Second, I think ATV should make more shows
other than food programmes. Every night, , you see the same people discussing food at different places. I cannot believe
that all viewers love this kind of show. Finally, I think ATV could buy more popular overseas dramas and films. This may
change the viewing habits of some people. It might also attract more local advertising, thus reducing ATV’s reliance on
mainland advertisements.

Disney dismay 9/2/09

Stephen Leung

The decision by Hong Kong Disneyland to increase admission fees has shocked many Hong Kong people

The company's decision is very unwise since it may further adversely affect Hong Kong's tourism industry and put
the theme park's future at great risk. Hong Kong Disneyland is known for being relatively small. Such a big increase in
admission prices will surely lead to fewer visitors.

** These are just highlights of some of the 4E articles carried in the SCMP Talkback column. To view
the full version, please click into F4E class websites.
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