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Principal’s Message:

Eng[isﬁ Day — A Chance to Enhance Your Engfisﬁ Competence
(“Passion + Practice = Proficiency”)

Good Morning, Teachers, Boys and Girls,

Today is a special day to me because this is the first time | have spoken to you in the Morning Assembly in

English.

Today is also a special day to everyone in POCA Wong Siu Ching Secondary School (WSC) because it is the

official commencement of the English Day.

Starting from today, all of us including teachers, students and clerical staff will have to use English to

communicate with each other every Friday.

Reasons for launching English Day

You may wonder why we have to introduce the English Day. The main purposes are
to create a school environment which all of us can maximize our exposure to English as

well as to build up the habit of using English naturally as part of our life.

Because of the Fine-tuned Policy of Medium of Instruction, our school has become an EMI school. It is
essential to maintain a high standard of English. In fact, we have been doing quite well in this respect. Not
only have we made steady progress in using English for classroom learning but our students have also consistently
performed well in interschool English competitions such as the Hong Kong Speech Festival, debates and essay

writing competitions.

Apart from maintaining a high standard of English standard in school, using English effectively is essential to
your self-enhancement. There is an important need for you to become fluent and proficient in English which is

an invaluable tool for studies, for work, for communication as well as for fun.

Indeed, English is essentially useful for your present studies. As you can see English language takes up one
quarter of the curriculum time at school. If you fail in English, you can’t satisfy our promotion requirements.
Besides, most subjects in WSC are taught in English, so if you are weak in English, you will find it difficult to do

these subjects well.

After graduation, you may further your studies at the university locally or abroad, and most of the time,
English is the major language of instruction. You will also find most of the learning materials like journals,

research reports and books written in English.

English is also a key to success in your future career. In a survey conducted by the Hong Kong General
Chamber of Commerce, more than 60% of the 450 students interviewed said that a good command of English
was an advantage in finding a good job. Really, if you take a look at the Classified Post, you will immediately

notice that a good command of English is a must for many jobs especially professional ones.
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As for social communication, imagine you are meeting with a group of friends coming from all over the
world like India, Germany, North Africa and the Philippines, not to mention the US, the UK and Australia. Which
language do you think you will use to communicate with them? Definitely English! As English is an
international language and Hong Kong is a cosmopolitan city, it has become the principal language of
communication with the outside world. The ability to express clearly and accurately, in both spoken and written

English, is therefore a valuable asset to every one.

Of course, to most students like you, English can also be a language for fun. You can enjoy listening to
English songs, reading English books, watching English movies or TV programmes and chatting with friends

overseas on Facebook or MSN. English does open to you unlimited possibilities and opportunities, and fun.

Activities on English Day

So, what are we going to do on English Day? Just like today, in the Morning Assembly, all the
announcements will be made in English only. Some F6 students will do the morning talk in English, to share

their views on interesting topics.

You will also find some “English Ambassadors” wearing the “Speak to me in English” badges stationed in
different areas all day to encourage you to speak English. They will also run activities for students at the English

Corner.

We expect all of you to speak English today. You may have a chat with your classmates, teachers, the staff

at the School Office or even with me during recess, lunch time and after school.

Perhaps, you may say you have no confidence at all in using the language
well. That doesn’t matter. We won’t expect every student to be a perfect
and eloquent speaker of English as we are not native speakers. We simply
want you to try your best to use the language so that you are able to convey
your thoughts clearly in English. There is no punishment for not doing well
but we hope that you will be familiar with English after getting into the habit of
using it every Friday (and perhaps, more days of the week in future).

Gradually, you will develop a love for the language, and learning English and

learning in English will be a natural and easy job.

Here is a handy formula to remind you of the basic attitude and way to improve your English, which is “P + P
= P”. The first “P” stands for “Passion” that is an interest and love for the language. The second “P” is
“Practice”. You need to find as many chances as possible to practise it. The last “P” means “Proficiency”.
Hence, “Passion” plus “Practice” equals “Proficiency”. With a passion for English and constant practice, you will

eventually become proficient English-speakers.

Let’s make every Friday English Day!

Z

A Word of Thanks

The success of the weekly English Day depends on the collective efforts of all
students and teachers. | would like to thank Mr. Zachary Ng and Ms. Miranda Lee for
the planning the English Day, Mr. Mark Knill for training the “English Ambassadors”,
Mr. Nicholas Healey for offering language assistance to the staff members and Ms.
Lam Lai Yin and Ms. Joe Chan for conducting the Morning Assembly, and all the other
teachers who spare no effort in supporting this event. And most importantly, | would
like to thank all the students for supporting this meaningful event without whom the

English Day can never be successful.

(Adapted from Mr. F. S. Chung’s speech at the Morning Assembly on 15" April, 2011.)
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