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Self-directed Learning By Zachary Ng

Self-directed learning is a mechanism that is built in us and all living things by Mother Nature so we can
survive and prosper. In the old days, if kids failed to learn to hunt or farm from their elders, they would have to
go hungry. Nowadays, if kids don’t self-learn how to use the modern e-gadgets like smart phones to keep in
touch with their friends, they would most probably be left out of their peer group. The baffling thing is, this
self-directed learner only wakes up when there is a genuine interest, need or call.

The problem now is kids don’t want to learn what adults want them to learn, and self-directed learning
instantly becomes an issue. It really doesn’t have to be if we can address kids’ genuine needs and interests. The
problem is not how to teach them self-directed learning, but rather, how to provide a chance to stimulate the
self-directed learner in them.

The English Department has run a lot of stimulating activities that successfully wake up the self-directed
learner in our students. In the ‘Ringing Ten’ issued on 10th January, 2013, Candice Wong (4F) puts it quite well
when she talks about her learning experience in the Choral Verse Speaking team, “I did not like it. However,
seeing it as a friends’ gathering, | participated...” Later, she says, “I enjoyed the moment when everyone got high

and was immersed in the crazy atmosphere.”

How did the teacher make the 48 students go home to memorize the English poem and speak it so well,
words that were originally regarded by Candice as “really basic and extremely dull”? According to her, it was the
“funny actions” that provided her “a way to express herself” , “the stretching, yelling and jumping” that made all
team members “feel one but not many individuals” , the chance “you could go bananas with your friends on
stage in front of the audience” that got “everyone put in their biggest efforts”.

Learning should be “a beautiful experience”; it should be done with friends, and educators should provide a
chance for students to feel high, a chance to show off in front of an audience, a chance to be one with their own
kind. It actually isn’t much different from children learning to hunt from their elders in the past. They hunted
with friends, they got high and they got rewarded. When all the basic elements are there, learning will take

place, be it self-directed or other-directed.
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Most imaginative use of the stage space. There is great creativity at work
th— 28t = [E Al & th— in this scene. Because your imaginations are at work, you make your
e audience use theirs, too. Voices very well projected to the audience.
T E h R Diction was very good indeed. Costuming and use of props very good
indeed.
This was a most interesting performance and the script had been
b — o BE R R e sk constructed with skill. Well done! Make sure that the picture are
A f1—[E]E2 | absolutely still until they come to life and make more use of facial
mE expressions. Solo speaking was of a good standard and choral work was
effective. This is very promising work.
. s | YOU played with a sense of involvement and both characters were well
th I ANHER 2A RIG suggested. Now make sure that you really listen to one another so that
RBHE 2C EEERE | your responses and reactions are quite spontaneous. This was well
staged and presented.
The opening announcement of the poem was imaginative. The
. N . performance had some well managed contrasts in power of voices. Pace
h= - PIIREFEEEH =R was also well varied. Movement and gesture were colourful and well
TEE o U ] £ timed. Ensure that all faces are involved emotionally with the poem /
story’s mood. There were some very strong individual speakers. Keep all
diction tight.
st You have a strong voice and you used it confidently to describe that
e~ R 1B [HSEE imagery. Try to make it really natural. You varied the tone and were
FE AR sensitive to the mood. It was firmly and confidently delivered and words
were shaped clearly.

CEHD) HA=

F=H CE-=FIA+H




You spoke the lines with style and confidence. Your voice is clear and
ke your received pronunciation is good — if a little American. You thought
Hh DU B A 5 sm—=rs | through the lines and really gave this performance passion and feeling.
4A BT . . )
HE Your voice, body and face were fully engaged with an energetic and
moving result. Ride the rhythm a little more and be careful as you are on
the edge of being over-the-top.
ke This was an excellent performance of the poem. You showed a very clear
o DU 37 555 2 5 A CEEH understanding of the mood of the poem. Excellent use of expression, both
RE R AR A vocally and facially. Good understand too of the humour. Excellent
connection with your audience. Well done!
oht U 355 5 0 A e A lively voice-some clear spgech. The satirical humour was captured and
4C 3{BZE | supported by facial expressions. The rhythm was well contrasted. The
HE poem was shaped by pause. A lively interpretation.
oht U 355 5 0 A S You created some warmth in the recall. You did use your face. There
4F BEEHT X | were some relieved moments here. You could use some vocal attack.
HE Build more power in the strength of her inner fire as well as fondness.
of P 35 2 g 5 ‘ Good voice, you spoke cIearIy arlmd .expressivetly, comml_micating the
4F 18 7| message of the poem and sharing this sincerely with the audience. A most
FH convincing performance. Good communicating skills, developing well.
oh 7 4 9 5 0 5 N You observed run-on Iipes. Good. Sincere sharing of the Ii_neage ip .the
5F ZEHi4% | poem. Good story telling for the most part. Your work is promising.
ERE Continue to work on vowel sounds for further engagement.
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THE COMMUNITY CHEST
14 December 2012

Mr Chung Fat-shing

Principal

POCA Wong Siu Ching Secondary School
2 Tai Pa Street

Tsuen Wan

New Territories

Dear Mr Chung

Dress Casual Day 20™ Anniversary

On behalf of The Community Chest, I would like to express our sincere gratitude to
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POCA Wong Siu Ching Secondary School for your participation in Dress Casual Day El /i[\:%f%‘:%%j’\ 25’ 213 ;\%ﬁ R %?%%%:EKIEEE%&% 1B EE R 7_—_1::%

and raising HK$25,213.00 for the Chest.

All donations from your School will be allocated to support Chest’s 153 member social
welfare agencies without any deduction for administrative expenses.

The tireless efforts you and your
participation of students are greatly appreciated. Your staunch support has helped
make Dress Casual Day a success and I hope everyone has enjoyed a fun day while
raising funds for the needy.

have put in to di and I

Thank you once again for your participation and I look forward to your continuous
support next year.

Yours sincerely
@Qi L\WL\

Cecilia Li
Chief Executive
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