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Self-Directed Learning: Mind Maps help! (3)

We talked about using mind maps to jot notes or make revisions last time. This time we
will introduce how it can help doing projects and presentations, or writing essays.

|Coming up with ideas...| When you are trying to write a story or to elaborate a topic, what you need is the
power of imagination. Since you can easily add branches in mind maps, you are always encouraged to add any
main points, or exciting and intriguing details. With the help of the check map or the question kit which were
introduced last time, you’ll find mind map a creative machine. Symbols, codes, pictures and colours help to
stimulate your thinking as well. Moreover, a mind map is so organized with hierarchies that you can easily avoid
repeating and have a well-structured essay or presentation.

3. Strong Conclusion:
Summarize the feelings and give
your story a stylish ending.

NNNNNNNNNNNN 1. Good
Introduction:
Set the scene
using subtopics
to describe and
also to remind
yourself the day,
the place and
what happened.
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e
2. Interesting and Imagikrﬁtfsve Content:
Brainstorm and write it in each main and subtopic branches.

Other than writing notes and outline, you can also do self-analysis and problem-solving with mind maps.
If you are interested, don’t hesitate to borrow books from libraries so as to know more about it!

(Reference: Buzan, Tony. Mind Maps for Kids: the shortcut to success at school. Thorsons, 2003.)
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Student’s Opinion Published in the SCMP

F.5F student, Angus Chan Chung-sing has written an essay about studying English, and was published in the South

China Morning Post. You can read how he views the English learning system of Hong Kong below:

How to make English more enjoyable

Since the handover of Hong Kong in 1997, the
level of English proficiency has been plummeting.

English, as an international language, is vital to
the city if it is to maintain its international status.

If the phenomenon of declining English standards
continues, it will pose a serious threat to the city’s
future.

This is a problem that has to be tackled and
improvements are needed in Hong Kong’s education
system.

The current system employed in Hong Kong
schools features “language learning”, compared to
“acquiring language”. Students are forced to study
English grammar and spelling and find themselves
deluged with rules of grammar.

The fun part of learning languages seems to have
been forgotten in favour of notes and test papers.

You have a better chance of becoming proficient
in a language if you also learn about its culture, for
example, through books and films.

With a “language acquiring” system students are
constantly exposed to the language through reading
and listening. This way of teaching arouses their
interest.

It broadens their horizons and through watching
English-language films and reading books they develop
a deeper understanding of international culture.

In this way they have a far greater chance of
becoming proficent in the language.

It is now time to put an end to the spoon-feeding
system that persists in Hong Kong’s schools.

As | said, we need to have a good standard of
English if we are to ensure that Hong Kong remains an
international city.

0 Angus Chan Chung-sing
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