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Free Writing — A book recommendation

3C Cheng Tsz Hin Thomas

One month ago, | read a book called “The Year | Met You”,
which is written by Cecelia Ahern. Cecelia Ahern is one of my
favourite authors. | had read her book “P.S. | Love You” and |
loved it. She has published a total of over 10 novels. “The Year |
Met You” was published in 2014. After | had finished reading
this, | fell in love with the author again. Let me tell you what the
story is about?

A girl, called Jasmine Butler, knew only two things: One, she
loved her vulnerable sister unconditionally, and she would fight
to the death to protect her from anyone who upsets her. Two,
she loves her job — helping business start-ups. A boy called,
Matt Marshall, loved two things too: his family and the booze.
Without them, he would hit rock bottom. One New Year’s Eve,
two people’s paths collided. Both had too much time on their
hands; both were at a crossroads in life. But as the year unfolds,

through moonlit nights and suburban days, an unlikely

The photo is extracted from Goodreads website:
frlendshlp sIowa starts to blossom. www.goodreads.com

“The Year | Met You” tells the story of two neighbors. Jasmine had made her career her life, but she was
fired when she was 33 years old. After that, she was forced to take gardening leave for a year. Matt had
been a radio presenter on a controversial radio show until an incident on the New Year’s Evening show
led to him being forced to take some time off-air. Neither Jasmine nor Matt coped well with their change
in circumstances at first. Jasmine started gardening. Matt drank copious amounts of alcohol. It was at
that point in time that Jasmine started to notice her neighbor from across the road — Matt. The book is
written from Jasmine’s perspective and it sounded really personal.

All the characters in “The Year | Met You” are believable and likeable. Jasmine is a careful people watcher
who keeps the people in her life at a distance. Matt loves his family but has become entrenched in the
daily grind of life. Both characters feel lost, something we have all felt, so it is perfectly believable and can
easily immerse ourselves into the perspective of the main character. Secondly, | love all the characters in
this story, especially Jasmine. She is extremely pessimistic. When she knew that she was fired, lost her
important job, she thought that she would die very soon. However, she met Matt. They became friends
and soon a couple. They loved each other, but sometimes hated each other very much. However, all the
memories with Matt made Jasmine feel rejuvenated. | think we should never give up. Thirdly, | have
learnt that we should accept all the facts and truth, even though they may make us upset or angry. It is a
fact that we can’t change the truth. You are still who you are. We should overcome problems bravely.
Never give up, and be positive towards everything, so that we can live happily.

| would recommend this book to my friends who are losing their way in study or life. | hope he or she can

recover and learn how important his or her life is.
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