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Chemistry students visiting Hong Kong Standards and Testing Centre

BESTC

In order to broaden our senior form science students’ horizon in testing, inspection and certification
services in Hong Kong, the Chemistry Department paid a visit to Hong Kong Standards and Testing Centre
on 16/4/2018. The STC is the first independent, not profit making, inspection and certification
organization in Hong Kong. We visited the Chinese Medicine Laboratory and Chemical, Food &
Pharmaceutical Product Laboratory and Electrical and Electronic Products Testing Laboratory of STC. The

visit has provided an invaluable opportunity for the students to understand how the knowledge of

academic subjects can be put into practice in the real world.

Hong e
Cenncation Ces
& B SR | ?

STC staff shows us some typical analytical instrument such

as mass spectrometer.

Students learn how to perform ElectroMagnetic Compatibility

tests of electrical and electronic products

STC provides speedy water tests to check the amount of

lead in tap water
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News updates from Career Guidance Units
Summer camps recommendations from local Universities

PolyU Language & Culture Exploration Camp 2018

[t is a 4-day summer camp that presents an opportunity for students to experience university life at the

PolyU’s Faculty of Humanities (FM). Details are given below:

Date

17 - 20 July 2018 (Tuesday to Friday)

Eligibility

Secondary 4 & 5 students in the academic year 2017/18

Medium of Instruction

All scheduled activities will be conducted in English

Fees

Participants will be required to pay a deposit of HK1,000. This deposit will be
refunded to the participants upon satisfactory completion of activity ( ie. Attended

all the scheduled activities)

Meals

One breakfast and two meals will be provided

Accommodation

A maximum of 3 nights of accommodation will be provided to local students

Application Method

All participants should complete the application form
(http: //www.polyu.edu.hk/mysurvey/index.php/794947) and upload a copy of

the latest academic transcripts or grade reports

Application Deadline

30 April 2018

Application result

Applicants will receive a confirmation letter before June 2018.

CitvU (Department of Electronic Engineerin

International Summer Camp 2018
2-week Taster Programme

Duration

Part I: Training and Semi-final Competition (either one)
(Batch 1) 17 July 2018 - 26 July 2018
(Batch 2) 27 July 2018 - 7 Aug2018

Part II: Final Competition & Closing Ceremony on 8 Aug

Theme

Basic App and Arduino Programming with Bluetooth Controlled Balloon Aircraft

Programme fee

HKD 1,000 per student
a) to be collected by cheque upon successful registration to confirm the
acceptance

b) to be refunded upon completion of the programme

School-based nomination

Each school may nominate a maximum of four $4 /S5 students in priority

order, who

a) have a strong interest in STEM; and

b) are taking Science, ICT, Physics or M1/M2 subjects; and

c) are outgoing and confident in communication with new acquaintances in

English, Mandarin and Cantonese

Deadline of application
for school-based

nomination

25 April 2018

Videos at Youtube

CityU EE: International Summer Camp

2017@Hong Kong

Should you have any questions, please feel free to approach Ms. Kwong or Mr. Tam for details. Thanks.
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St”dent’S Writing 5A Samuel Fung

Topic: Child Exploitation and Slavery in the World Today

Setting: Public-Speaking Article for the United Nation Conference

Speakers: UN Secretary (Mr. Ban), Child Exploitation Survivor (Linda), Angelina Jolie (Goodwill Ambassador of UN
Children)

1* Speaker (Mr. Ban)

Good morning ladies and gentlemen, welcome to today’s conference on child exploitation and slavery. To commence
with, this topic has long been a controversy. In 2016, 168 million children were involved in child slavery, according to
UNICEF. These children’s basic rights are deprived, worked as factory workers, domestic workers, sex slaves or even
involved in harmful and hazardous work. In this day and age, lots of advocates are organizing campaigns and establishing

non-government organizations to grapple with the issue, the problem shows no sign of waning.

Child exploitation is a global trend which we must eradicate. However, this trend often happens in poverty-stricken
countries and Least Developed Countries (LDCs). They are either being perplexed with natural hazards or having a
corrupted administration While the frequent natural hazards cause catastrophic aftermaths, the poor and corrupted
governments have no capital and technology for reconstruction. The only thing they can do is to put the issue on the
back burner and rely on countries which are capable of offering money for compensation and reconstruction work. Too
poor to raise them, families living in the affected areas can only send their children to the relatives living in the capital,
where the children can have a better environment and education. To a certain extent, this perpetuates or even worsens

the issue of child exploitation.

Some people have a misconception that sending children to the capital can provide them a better life as most of the
families there only treat their new family members as domestic helpers, or even send them out to the factories as child
labour. Their rights of being educated and good mental well-being are jeopardized, but they could also end up being
abused by their relatives. Facing despair and resignation, these children have no hope towards the future and can only

accept the reality.

In some ways the administration in these countries tries to solve the problem, but as discussed before, they have little
resources to look into the cases. Some of them try to implement laws to prevent inherit child exploitation, but those
laws have no power to stem tide of the issue. Finally, the government decides to turn a blind eye to the problem and
leave the work to the local non-government organizations, which has less power to act. It is little wonder that such

tragedies still persist.

What we are certain of is that the issue has successfully aroused attention throughout the world. Thousands of
advocates rise up to combat the issue and collaborate with LDC government. That’s why we invited a 12-year-old girl
from Cambodia to talk about her struggles of being exploited and Angelina Jolie, the Goodwill ambassador of UN

children, to present the work of UN children and its sister organizations. Let’s welcome them.

2" speaker (Linda)

Hi everyone, | am Linda from Cambodia. Today | am going to share with you my early childhood in Cambodia with my
stepfamily. | lost my parents at two years old when a devastating earthquake hit my homeland. Ever since then, | have
been living with a stepfamily in the capital of Cambodia. | wished they would treat me well, but that was something |
could only dream of. The stepfamily treated me badly, or shall | say, treated me as a domestic helper. They made me
work all day long: cleaning the kitchen, sweeping the floor, cooking every meal and did all sorts of housework, but this is
not the complete picture. As the step-parents already had their own children, | was forced to sleep in the toilet. In the
morning, my stepfather would pour cold water on me to wake me up and tell me to make breakfast, and they seldom
have leftovers. | could eat nothing but almost starve to death. Sometimes, when | was too hungry, | would go out to find
food in the rubbish bins near the house. Eating expired food was just a routine. When all of them had gone out, they

would tie me up in the house and lock the door.

Apart from just detaining me up the stepfather hit me whenever he liked to. He would push my head into the wall and
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pull my hair. It was so painful that | couldn’t help crying, but the louder | cried, the harder he hit me. Sometimes, he
would even tell his son to take off my clothes and leave me in the toilet during winter. | couldn’t bear the cold as it was
adversely freezing during winter in Cambodia. As a result, | often got sick, but whenever this happened, | could neither
see the doctor nor take any medicine. They were so cruel if not ruthless and this cast a shadow over my miserable
childhood. When most children can live under the unconditional love from their parents, | had no choice but to live with
the cruel stepfamily. | had such a strong craving to get rid of this family and do what | wanted. | wished | could go to a
local school where | could learn everything about the world and | wished | could wear school uniform every day and run
back to school joyfully. | wished | could be a doctor in the future to bail people out of pain, but with my rights to
education being deprived, all of these were just wishful thinking. During the years in the capital, | had no friends, no

freedom and no hope.

One day, when | was tied up near the window of my house, | saw a group of ladies talking outside. That was the only
chance to save myself, so | kept screaming and hitting the window using my head. After several minutes, my efforts paid
off as they climbed in from an unlocked window. After hearing my plight, they took me to a local child protection NGO —
Cambodian Children’s Trust, where they found a child-adopting family. It was the first time | felt love from my home, a
real home and | got the freedom to study. The organization changed my life dramatically. Because of them, | could have
an opportunity to learn. Because of them, | received support in my teenage years. Because of them, | dare to dream and
achieve things | could never imagine. My life had changed from a nightmare to a miracle. That’s why today, | am standing

here, not only as a victim in the past, but also as a PHD student studying in Harvard. (applause)

Thank you, and now let’s turn to a woman who has chosen to lend a helping hand to the children in need and her
kindness to participate in this difficult task. She’s a leading American actress, who advocates to eradicate child
exploitation and has been involved in child protection and educational work for many years. Ladies and gentlemen,

please join me in welcoming to this stage our co-host and the UN Child’s Global Goodwill Ambassador, Angelina Jolie!

3" speaker (Angelina Jolie)
(Thank you, Linda, shake hands).

Your excellences, UN Secretary General, President of the General Assembly, Executive Director of UN Children, and
distinguished guests. Today we are launching a campaign called ‘Children Ain’t Slaves’ together with our largest sister
organization, Cambodian Children’s Trust. We hope to stamp out child exploitation and enlist as many advocates as
possible to spread the message of ‘Children Ain’t Salves’. We also aim to protect those who are suffering from

exploitation, offering care and education for the future of society.

| am a mother of two lovable children, both of them are energetic and adorable. They have normal lives with friends.
They have their own dreams, and full of hope towards the future. What if, they were orphans being abandoned, without
the love and care from parents, or even slaves living under fear every day? Many of us grow up under the unconditional
love of our parents, but in the poor countries, many of those adorable children are sent to be slaves. They are told to be
useless, they don’t have the rights to be educated and are abused every day. They lose hope for their future, feeling
puzzled about who they are and they feel helpless. Some even end their lives as they don’t know what the meaning of
life is. This is how devastating child exploitation is. It ruins a child’s hope, their fantasy world and their personal

development. | believe none of us should let this phenomenon continue to destroy children’s lives.

Although children make up just 20% of our population, they are 100% of our future, but before they can support society,
we need to offer them care and education, and that’s what ‘Child Ain’t Slaves’ is about. Together with Cambodia
Children’s Trust, we aim to build 100 local schools across the world’s poorest countries and recruit teachers from around
the world. Up to this day, 52 of the schools have been built and we have already recruited a team of 3000 teachers ready
to teach a group of children in the schools. Also, educating adults in poor countries is also important. Through holding

talks and assemblies, we hope to impart the correct values of how to treat children well and educate them.

Lastly, | am urging all of you as the UN Child’s goodwill ambassadors to cooperate together and eradicate child
exploitation. Without your help, the work would be impossible, and let us hope that there will be a day when all children

in the world could enjoy freedom and a memorable childhood. Thank you.
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