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Should Organ trading be legalized?

The advent of organ transplantation has ushered in a new era in the medical field. Many diseases which
could not be cured in the past can now be combated by transplanting a healthy organ. Yet, because of the
low donation rate, only a minority of patients are lucky enough to receive the treatment while the others
die when waiting for a suitable organ. Some people yearn for the legalization of organ trading such that
more patients can be cured. I agree that such a measure can definitely mount the supply, but it may create

a number of problems.

Advocates claimed that organ transplantations could save hundreds and thousands and patients’ lives if
there is sufficient organ supply. Indeed, organ transplant can rescue people’s valuable lives. Yet, only the
well-fed class can enjoy the benefits of technology and be cured while the disadvantaged groups are
exploited and become the supply of organs. Who will sacrifice their invaluable health and organs for
money? Undoubtedly, the people living under the poverty line, especially those living in underdeveloped
countries, have no choice but to sell their organs in hopes of buying food, water and other necessities.
Without education, many of them do not know the possible consequences of selling organs can do on their
bodies. They may be deceived by selling organs at an unreasonable price. On the other hand, when they
need organs to save their lives, they cannot afford the costly organs and the horrendously expensive

medical treatment fee. It can be conjectured that organ trading is only beneficial to the upper class.

Apart from being criticized as ‘exploitation’, organ trading also comes under fire for being immoral and
distorting people‘s values. Organs donation is often recognized as an act of selfless devotion to society.
Nonetheless, when we use money to attract donations, it will unavoidably become a trade. Our organs are
now packaged as” goods” and wait for buyers in the market. They can be bought by money and sold for
money. Organ trading bears a close resemblance to human trading, in which people sell themselves in both
cases. Besides, the purpose of donation becomes earning money rather than helping the needy patients.
Altruism fades while materialism rises. People will become more and more selfish and refuge to lend a
helping hand to others if they cannot gain any benefits. They may even believe that money can buy

anything including health. Their values will be distorted if organ donation is legalized.

Lastly, is organ transplantation really a cure? Live organ donation can be risky and cannot solve the
problem. In my opinion taking the organs from the donors to replace the defective one in the patients’
bodies is just transferring the pain from the patient to the donors. Recent research has shown that people
who donate one of their kidneys are more likely to suffer from different diseases. Whenever a patient is

cured, a donor may lose their health.

To conclude, organ trading should not be legalized. The only people who benefit from it are the traders
and the ride patients. The lower strata of the society receive litter money at the expense of their health in
this unfair trade. It undoubtedly falls into the category of “exploitation” and “immorality”. No one’s
organs and health should be treated as goods to be sold in the market. There are still some ways to increase
the organ supply other than organ trading. People can be encouraged to donate their organs after death or
money can be used to invest in the research of artificial organs. These alternative methods are better than

legalizing organ trading.
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