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Student’s Writing: Suggested form / Leaflet

Topic: Anti-crime campaign
5B Lam Tsz Yiu
(i) What crime(s) should be focused on and why?

As we all know, Chung Way Mansion is an old single-block building which was built in this
district in the 1960s. Therefore, the building needs regular maintenance, such as repainting
of the walls of the building, in order to preserve the historical value of the mansion. During
the period of maintenance, scaffolding is erected and this usually favors a high occurrence of
burglaries. As the residents do not lock the windows properly before leaving home, thieves
may “have loopholes to exploit” the unlocked windows so burglars are familiar with how to
break into this old building. In consideration of assuring the protection of our properties, it
is necessary for us to take immediate action.

In addition, since Chung Way Mansion was constructed early in the last century, many
residents who live there are elderly and a portion of them live by themselves. In these days,
saturnism is commonly seen in public housing and old buildings due to improper
maintenance of water pipes. The contaminated water may harm our health so it is urgent for
residents to install a water filter and accept the checking by government departments. In
view of this, some gangsters may make use of this opportunity by feigning as government
officers to help the residents install a water filter but collecting heavy expenses illegally.
Therefore, we should be aware of this kind of suspicious activity so as to prevent the

widespread crimes.

(ii) How should such crime(s) be prevented?

To avoid people becoming victims of these fraudulent activities and to control the
increasing crime rate, prompt actions should be taken in order to prevent the crimes.
Seeing that burglaries are serious and commonly occur in our buildings, especially during
the period of maintenance, neighbourhood watch like patrolling is necessary to guarantee
our properties and safety. At least three groups of patrolling teams could be formed by three
volunteers and two residents. The duty shifts would be divided into three periods, which are
morning, afternoon and night till dawn. The teams can choose the most suitable period for
the duty shift. If more than two group members cannot attend the duties, time can be shifted

between groups. Most importantly, the patrolling group should report the altered period to
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the “Proposed Neighbourhood Watch Group”, in-charge of the programme. During the
patrolling period, group members can subdivide themselves into two groups only since a
group should have at least two volunteers to stay together. The patrolling teams have to
check whether the gate or the front doors of residents’ blocks are locked properly. If there
are any suspicious people or activities, they should report this to the police by calling 999
immediately.

In these years, more and more people are getting involved in fraudulent crimes like phone
scams, mail fraud or other types of suspicious activities. Among the victims suffering from
fraudulent crimes, the elderly tend to be the most “popular’ target since they can be easily
duped so that the gangsters derive more and more benefits. In view of this, education for the
public should be implemented. For example, distributing leaflets and organizing lectures in
the community centers. Through the topics of fraudulent crimes and other suspicious
activities explained by the police, residents may know how to take precautions to prevent

crimes as the public awareness has been raised.

(iii) Any other matters

As I have proposed, the ‘patrolling team’ should be developed so as to guaranteethe
properties and prevent crimes, but safety concerns are controversial since they would
influence the willingness of the residents to participate. To ensure the safety of the patrol
members, | suggest that “pre-training courses’ be carried out before operations. It is believed
that members can learn how to confront gangsters and use self-defense when in danger.
Therefore, members’ safety would be guaranteed and this would also prevent anyone risking
their lives.

Due to the rapidly increasing crime rate, gangsters would become more savage than
previously. Although there might be improvements within the suggested measure, it is
believed that they would be considerable and absolutely necessary. As the situation is
desperate, I would take the lead in the patrolling group to persuade more volunteers and
residents to join. Not only the watch group, everyone has the responsibility to protect their
home. Everybody from the district can be volunteers and take part in the services. The watch
group now wants to recruit group members who are 16-years-old or above. The selected 15
people would become the members of the patrolling teams. I sincerely hope that the above

suggestions are effective enough for the watch group.
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