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Innovative Chemistry STEM Programme: Introduction to Smart Coating

The Chinese University of Hong Kong Innovative
Chemistry STEM Programme will hold a 4-day
programme between 15-18 July. The theme of the
programme is Smart Coating. Not only will students
receive concrete knowledge on coating technology via
face-to-face lectures, they will also have a chance to Outline Application
perform related experiments.

Course Online

Program Objectives

After attending the programme, students are expected to:
1.

2.

7.
8.

obtain concrete knowledge of advanced coating technology

design and fabricate superhydrophobic and heat-resistant coating on a Innovative Chemistry

surface by utilizing the knowledge gained STEM Programme:
Introduction to

Smart Coating

gain hands-on experience on constructing a thermometer by utilizing
the knowledge gained

handle and analyze data of various paints

have a comprehensive understanding of chemical instrumentation for

coating technology

understand and operate chemical instrument to determine VOCs in

paints

know more about the Chemistry curriculum of CUHK ‘

have a touch of knowledge of CUHK

Please refer to httn://www.cuhk.edu.hk/chem/en/outreach/CUChemSTEM?2019.html for
course information

Invitation — Lectures on Morden Chemistry 2019

The Department of Chemistry of CUHK and the Royal Society of Chemistry are
co-organizing a series of lectures for senior secondary school students.

Session Lectures
Session
1 igin of Life — A Chemical
18 May Oriein OPerlsgectiv(e: s Under the Hazy Sky
- Prof. Hung Kay L HK
(Sat) | - Prof. Zheng Bo (CUHK) rof. Hung Kay Lee (CUHK)
2019
Sesslon Evolution in the Test Tube —
75 2018 Nobel Prize in Metal Ions in Biological Systems
May(Sat) Chemistry - Prof. Tai-chu Lau (CityU)
2}(])19 - Prof.Jiang Xia (CUHK)

Students who would like to attend these lectures please contact Ms Ho Ping Man on or
before 22 MAR for free admission tickets.
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Student’s writing
6A Herbert Tam

Seize the opportunities to master your English outside classrooms!

For decades, English has widely been regarded as an international communication tool. It is
noticeable that many schools have allocated tremendous resources to teaching the compulsory
language. Yet in recent years, there have been discussions comparing the effectiveness of learning
English in and outside the classroom. As a secondary school student, I feel that learning the
language outside can indubitably bring benefits in areas of broadening our exposure, increasing
the learning effectiveness and catering for our needs.

For most students, the greatest advantage of learning English outside school is, needless to
say, widening their horizons. In other words, students can gain authentic experiences. Since
elementary school, students have been taught about the most fundamental, theoretical concepts of
English. For instance, grammar usage, word formation and sentence patterns etc. They seldom
apply their English knowledge to their daily lives, but merely the regular school tests or exams.
Therefore, stepping out of the classroom and using the language in authentic contexts can
definitely consolidate students’ skills in listening and speaking. For example, the overseas
exchange trips can surely provide golden opportunities for students to communicate and interact
with the locals in English. Apparently, students can not only gain an in-depth understanding of the
language, but also boost their confidence in expressing ideas using English.

Another strong reason is that students can learn the language more effectively when
stepping out of the classroom. Imagine when students are forced to be seated in class to learn the
language, the lesson itself may sound boring and tedious. In contrast, joining a local tour with
foreigners, participating in an inter-school debate competition, or even taking on an expedition to
an international English speaking forum are undeniably more appealing. Hence, in order to
encourage students to learn English actively, stepping out of the comfort zone is the best answer.
If students can get a deeper access to the language, it is remarkable that these activities can help
students build up better interests in English. Sooner or later they will be more willing and
motivated to explore the language at their own pace. Thus, due to more effective learning,
students can eventually master English.

Some people claim that e-learning in class results in a similar effectiveness to learning
English outdoors. Obviously, there are numerous websites offering teaching materials online, such
as an English learning platform, English Builder, and a popular app, grammarly. Aiming at
enhancing students’ holistic learning approach about the world in English, these websites really
provide enough reading passages, audio recordings, or even writing tasks for them. Nevertheless,
the crux of the matter is, what about the students’ actual needs? Studying in Hong Kong for years,
I personally think that there is a lack of opportunities for students to further develop their
knowledge or skills in English. Thus, it is important, if not crucial, for students to actually engage
themselves in the interactions with foreigners. Only by doing so can students genuinely learn
about not only the proper usage of English, but also relevant cultures like table manners in
different countries, which are all connected by this universal language.

To conclude, I am personally apt to learning English outside school. This essay has truly
illustrated the benefits of broadening one’s exposure, increasing the learning efficiency and
satisfying actual needs from students. In my stance, schools should understand the significance
and benefits of learning English outside school and hence organize a wide variety of
English-related outdoor activities for the students.
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