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Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival2018

This year, forty studentsjoined the Student Class Place | Marks Piece
Speech Festival (English Classes) Kwok Hoi Tim Solo Verse — 2" 85 | Spells by James
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. rd . .
for solo, six students for public YeungKwongWo Public 3 85 The historical
. (4C) Speaking person | admire :
speaking and two students for ,

Solo Wong KaKui
duo-entry. Congratulations to our Chow Tsz Kei (5B) | Public 2" 89 How mother nature
twenty-seven students who Speaking feeds us by giving us
received a Merit! A big round of Solo signals

nd
applause to our winners and our Class 2B Choral 2 89 The Crow and the
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Choral Speaking Team from 2B!! P 8
Mixed voice Donaldson
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HK Speech Festival
Solo Verse —Sec 1
Nature is a common language—How mother nature feeds us by giving us signals.
5B Chow Tze Kei, Mikie

We all belong to nature. From the Book of Genesis, we can know that God created the world of nature.
Since then we have had light, water, land, plants, animals—and humans. Whether you believe in the
story of Genesis or not, the world still exists, and that is the truth. But if we look at the oriental belief,
another story about how the world was born is a Chinese mythology of Pangu - who is said to be the first
living being and the creator of all kinds. No matter which one we look at, I'd like to say that we all live by

because of nature.

So, who are we in the eyes of nature? Has nature been feeding us or giving us signals in order to sustain
our lives through thousands of years?What codes has she been using to tell us the ways to survive, to
evolve, to breed our lives? Well, let me explain a bit more. Farmers depend on the changing of climate to

finish their farming routines.

The Nile in Africa is a very good example to illustrate it. Historically, this flooding has its particular natural
function in Egypt by far. Why do | say so? It is a natural phenomenon arises every summer through
millennia and it was a signal to tell the Ancient Egyptian farmers that it was time to prepare the

cultivation of the land.

When the Nile floods, it leaves a rich silt deposit which fertilizes the soil and it can aid in agricultural
growth. Through flooding, we can know that nature is conveying a clear message to people that it was an
effective way to sustain our living. For thousands of years, the Nile River Valley civilizations have relied on
this silt to fertilize their crops and animal feed, and the Blue Nile floods to irrigate them. Without the

reminders of nature, we cannot survive.

As a Chinese, | want to introduce how ancient Chinese interpreted nature with wisdom. In East Asia,
peoplein the ancient times developed something called a ‘Solar Term’ of their own.It is a 24- point
lunisolar calendar of which each point matches an astronomical event or signifies some natural

phenomenon.And ‘Lichun’ is the 1st solar term which signifies the crack of spring.

When Lichun comes, people obviously feel that the day is longer, and the sun begins to get warmer. At
this turning point of the year, the temperature, sunshine and rainfall often start to rise or increase. There
is a traditional saying to remind farmers, and it says, “Lichun comes with lots of rain, and it’s about time
for farmers to get up early and prepare ploughing and sowing. Farmers canthenknowexactlywhen to
prepare seedlings with the sign of Lichun. To be more precise, ‘Lichun’ is a code that nature is trying to

give farmers a signal when to sow and help us derive the sustenance of the land.

Working with the natural flow of the Earth is easier than going against it and these signs of nature can
teach us how to live in harmony with the natural environment and the universe. If we can learn the
basics of this ancient wisdom, interpret the codes that nature is trying to give us, we can make the best

out of it to improve our well-beings.
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HK Speech Festival
Public Speaking Solo
The historical person | admire:Wong KaKui
4CYeungKwongWo, Louis (3™ place)

Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen, today | am going to introduce a legend in Hong Kong music
industry. He was a talented singer, guitarist, composer and a leader of a fantastic band. Hearing this, you
think he is a genius, don’t you? Please keep the question in your mind. And today | am going to introduce

this historical figure that | admire to you - Wong KaKui.

For me, KaKui was just like an angel of music from 1980s-90s, because he saved Hong Kong music
industry. But how?At that time, many songs in Hong Kong were adapted from some Japanese songs and
there was nearly no original music, even the songs of famous singers Alan Tam and Leslie Cheung!Do you
think it was terrible ? For me,it was really insane that Hong Kong music industry didn’t have its own style.
However, angel of music saved us. KaKui saved HK music industry with his original songs such as Truly
Love you, Glorious Years.etc .KaKui went to Japan and South Africa to share his music. Therefore, more

and more people in Asia and even South Africa know about our songs.

| admire KaKui not only because of his contributions to HK music industry, but also his attitude to his
music. He was the one who formed Beyond. Some members quit as Beyond was labeled with no future
then, and you know why? Because they were not as famous as now! But KaKui still acted as a leader to
inspire his band to create more meaningful songs and he never gave up in music. He moved to Japan with
his band without any hesitation to develop their own music. Please, imagine some young people were
going to a new place for their dream. From this, we can see KaKui was serious to his music. Also, from his
song ‘The Boundless Sea and Sky’, we know that KaKui missed his home a lot, but he chose music

because he loved it and couldn’t live without it, although they were looked down by other people.

Let me share its lyrics with you, Today | watch the snow drifting at cold night with a cooling heart drifting
far away. How many times, | am facing disrespect and ridicule and | have never given up my dream.” From
these lines, we know that he was serious about music and he could do anything for music at all cost. And
let me ask some questions to the teenagers here. Do you have dream? Are you just waiting for chance?
Are you just doing nothing but waiting for your dream to come true? Stop doing this! Actions speak
louder than words, just do it. And you think KaKui didn’t experience failure? And you are totally wrong!

Without trial and error, he couldn’t have succeeded.

From KaKui, we know that action is very important and we could also transform humiliations to
motivations. When we’re chasing our dream, there are many obstacles along the road and we should be

as determined as KaKui and our dream will also come true.

Before | finish my sharing, do you remember the question that | asked you earlier? Do you still think
KaKui was a genius? He wasn’t and he was. So even we are not a genius like KaKui,we can try to be as

committed as him to fulfill our dreams, thank you.
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