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Rotary Scholarship Winner Sharing 4C Yu Chen Xu

This summer, three students in our school were sponsored to have a summer study trip in England for
three weeks and | was extremely lucky to be one of them. We also went on the trip with three students
who came from Tin Shui Wai Government Secondary School. | feel deeply grateful to the Rotary Club of
Wan Chai for offering me such an invaluable opportunity to travel abroad and learn overseas. | have to
say that it is the most wonderful and unforgettable summer | have ever had.

This was the first time | took an airplane and travelled to a foreign country. | felt really excited and was
looking forward to the trip before leaving HK. When my friends and | landed on Gatwick Airport, London,
there was a taxi waiting for us outside in the parking lot and later it took us to Cambridge where our
amazing school called ‘Select English’ was located.

All of the teachers and staff members in Select English were native speakers who provided us with a
fantastic atmosphere to learn English. We were obliged to speak in English every day. It was quite strange
and | was nervous at the beginning, but we got used to it soon. | have to say that one of the best ways to
learn English is to use it more frequently in conversations. It did help me a lot. Furthermore, the teachers
were really kind and enthusiastic as they always lent us a hand when we faced difficulties and were
willing to talk with us whenever they had time. Moreover, the lessons were really fruitful and intriguing
too. The teachers used many methods to make it fun such as games, Kahoot and cosplay to name just a
few. You will not feel bored during the lesson. The staff also organized various activities for us to join in
the afternoon and evening. Every day was rewarding there.

Talking about the activities, the most memorable one was definitely dancing in a Disco. It was the first
time | stepped into a disco and | felt quite apprehensive actually, as | rarely sing songs or dance. | didn’t
know how to join in with the people there and chose to stand in the corner in the beginning. However, |
was soon ‘infected’ by the people and the atmosphere there and intended to break out of my comfort
zone and give it a try. | started to dance with the foreigners and sang with them as well. It made me feel
more and more confident and | discovered the delight of dancing and singing.

Every Saturday, the staff in Select English would take us to London. There were numerous popular
attractions there and we visited lots of them. Of course, we took many pictures of those magnificent and
scenic buildings, including the London Eye, Big Ben and Buckingham Palace. During the trip, the staff told
us the historical background of those old buildings. Unfortunately, Big Ben was under maintenance when
we arrived so we could not see the whole appearance of it. Although Big Ben made me feel a bit
disappointed, the Royal Park left me with a wonderful memory. The views inside the park were
breathtaking and there were different animals walking around the lawn and they seemed not to be
scared by humans. | thought they were just used to it as there are many people visiting the park every
day.

It is doubtless to say that the trip has broadened our horizons and improved our ability to tackle different
problems. Moreover, we also learned lots of knowledge and cultural understanding through the school
and the people living in Cambridge. We benefited greatly from the study trip. Once again, | want to thank
the Rotary Club of Wan Chai for giving me such a precious chance to go to England and have a fabulous

tour.
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