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Since its establishment in 1914, Po On Commercial Association (POCA) has traversed a remarkable
journey of 110 years. Throughout this century of ups and downs, the Association has consistently upheld the
guiding principles of our sage predecessors: "to foster fellow community ties, to connect different voices, and
to benefit industrial and commercial development”. We have also adhered to the spirit of "making our fortune
in a righteous way, serving our society with a zealous heart”, actively promoting Hong Kong's economic
development and social progress. From initial trade interactions to today's diversified development, the
Association stands resilient on the multicultural hub of Hong Kong, witnessing the historical changes and
vibrant growth of the city, as well as the significant moment of its return to the motherland.

The development of the Association over these 110 years owes much to the outstanding leadership of our
past chairmen, the silent dedication and selfless contributions of our Committee members, and the trust and
support from various sectors of the society. Looking back, in 1969, the Association was invited to be part of
the committee of the Central District’'s Home Affairs Office, jointly promoting recreational activities; that
same year, we also collaborated with local communities to establish a Disaster Prevention Committee. In
1974, two of our honorary presidents spearheaded to donate HKD 500,000 each to construct the then Yuen
Long Sports Complex. These achievements are the results of concerted efforts and support, which have
shaped the prosperous state of the Association today. On this precious occasion, | would like to extend my
heartfelt gratitude on behalf of all our members to everyone who cares for and supports the development of
the Association!

Since its inception, the Association has upheld the philosophy of "promoting education to nurture talents,
sponsoring schools to develop further". Not only do we fervently foster commercial cooperation, but we also
courageously shoulder social responsibilities. To align with the Hong Kong government's educational
development, the Association has successively established POCA School, POCA No. 2 School, POCA Wong
Siu Ching Secondary School and POCA Wan Ho Kan Primary School since 1960. Additionally, we have
wholeheartedly contributed to the education sector in our motherland. Since 1992, with the assistance of the
Shenzhen Municipal People’s government and relevant institutions, we have established POCA Shatou
Kindergarten in Futian District, Shenzhen and POCA Longtian Primary School in Longgang Town, Shenzhen,
hoping to benefit the students in these areas. To promote fair and equal learning opportunities for local
students, the Association has been dedicated to various Project Hope initiatives, including funding the
reconstruction of one Hope Primary School in Hunan Province, four Hope Primary Schools in Yunnan
Province, and subsidizing the campus extension project of Pok Oi School in Shanxi Province to improve the
learning environment for local students. The Association has always given back to the motherland through
concrete actions. Beyond running schools, our Committee members are also enthusiastic about the
development of education sector, with many members conducting in—-depth studies across the regions to
understand the latest trends in the country’s education. Such devoted spirit of “caring for our society,
committed to community welfare" demonstrated by our Committee members deeply inspires and fills me with
pride.

Every step of the Association's solid development is attributable to the contributions of our Committee
members from various sectors, including business, finance, accounting, law, construction, and education.
Benefiting from the diverse backgrounds and expertise of our Committee members, the Association has been
able to thrive robustly in every aspect. | hereby especially want to thank our Committee members for their
unity and collaborative spirit; it is this cohesion that allows the Association to soar boldly like a majestic
eagle. | also wish to express my highest respect to our teachers who are professional, conscientious and
tireless in their teaching. On behalf of the Association, | would like to extend my deepest gratitude to all our
Committee members and our teachers.

Looking to the future, in this fast—evolving era of technological advancements, our Committee members
will steadfastly uphold the vision of our founding predecessors, actively responding to challenges and
decisively seizing opportunities in collaboration with partners from all sectors, in an attempt to build a more
prosperous, harmonious, and sustainable society. | have full confidence in the future development of the
Association and look forward to our continuous efforts to reach new heights together, revitalizing the
development of Hong Kong and our motherland, and forging a brighter and better future. Let us strive
together!

Mr. Wan Ka Hung
The 35th and current Chairman of Po On Commercial Association

November 2024
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With the concerted efforts of students and teachers, two successful shows were performed on
July 8 and 12, 2023 respectively.

The 45-minute musical is based on ‘Matilda’, a very famous novel written by Roald Dahl. Matilda
begins attending Crunchem Hall Primary School, where she meets her sympathetic teacher, Miss
Honey. Matilda soon discovers that the school’s headmistress, Miss Trunchbull, is a cruel and
sadistic woman who enjoys punishing children.

With the help of Miss Honey, Matilda uses her intelligence and special abilities to stand up to Miss
Trunchbull and protect her classmates from her wrath. Along the way, Matilda discovers that she
has telekinetic powers, which she uses to play pranks on her family and friends.

In the end, Matilda and Miss Honey team up to expose Miss Trunchbull’s crimes and secure a
brighter future for themselves and the other children at the school.

There are several features of the musical. First, our students were involved in the editing of the
original script to suit their needs and make some scenes more suspenseful. Second, our students
took part in all the lighting, music and backstage co-ordinations. All these demonstrate our
students’ talents and potential for using English in an authentic and lively way.

Two other performances were held in November 2023. The applause and support of the general
public have given us the momentum to produce more high—quality musicals.

Our students will perform another musical titled ‘Alice @ Wonderland’ on November 30 and
December 1, 2024.
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1. Literacy Programme - Space Town and Keys 2

Our school offers two literacy programmes developed by the NET section of the EDB for primary
school students. J1-3 students have Space Town lessons with our Native English teachers once a
week, participating in interactive guided reading activities and phonic games. Space Town also
includes e-learning and self-directed learning materials to promote students’ interests and
independence in their learning process. J4-6 students, on the other hand, have Keys 2 lesson with
our Native English teachers. It is a holistic programme using various teaching and learning
strategies to progressively develop reading and writing skills in students. Students are provided
opportunities to actively engage in team activities such as role—playing and online quizzes, with
the ultimate aim of preparing them for secondary education.

2. School-based Reading Programme

The reading programme in our school encompasses shared reading sessions and a variety of
activities led by our Native English teacher. It enables teachers to monitor and track students’
reading progress, as well as enhance their pronunciation and reading skills. Moreover, the
programme aims to encourage students to cultivate the habit of reading beyond school hours and
foster their love for reading both inside and outside the classroom.

3. English Drama

Through weekly training sessions, students in our school’s English Drama team immerse
themselves in the world of drama, learning to express emotions, portray characters and connect
with the audience. This platform allows students to explore their talents and showcase their unique
ideas on stage. Beyond performance, students are deeply devoted in the scriptwriting process.
These sessions not only focus on acting skills but also emphasize the importance of teamwork,
communication, and nurturing creativity.

4. Project Learning

The project-based learning experience at our school offers students a unique opportunity to
explore topics related to Chinese culture. This approach fosters a deeper understanding and
appreciation for Chinese traditions, history, and values. By exploring these cultural aspects
through projects, students are able to enhance their academic knowledge and develop a broader
perspective and respect for our country.

5. Competitions

At our school, we strongly encourage students to participate in a diverse range of external
competitions to foster personal growth and skill development. Through joining writing
competitions and the speech festival, students can enhance their communication abilities and
boost their confidence. These experiences not only broaden students’ horizons but also foster a
sense of achievement among them.
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| am deeply honored, at the request of my fellow members from Po On Commercial Association (POCA), to
serve as the Chairman of the Preparatory Committee (Commemorative Publication) for the 110th Anniversary
Celebration of Po On Commercial Association, and | consider it a privilege to take on the important task of
editing the Commemorative Publication for the 110th Anniversary of Po On Commercial Association. To
commemorate this precious and significant milestone of the Association's 110th anniversary, | dared not
slacken my efforts. With a heart full of reverence, | devoted myself to preparing this historically significant
publication.

This commemorative publication is not only a profound reflection on the Association's long history but also a
detailed interpretation of its structural system. It comprehensively summarizes the substantial achievements
POCA has made in the field of education over the years. The publication presents in detail the initial
intentions and grand aspirations of the Association's founding, while also listing the changes the Association
has undergone over the past century. This not only clarifies the intentions of the founding stages but also
allows us to draw lessons from the past to guide the future. Thus, the importance of this commemorative
publication is self-evident — it serves as a beacon, illuminating our path as we explore the future.

From this publication, it is evident that the Commemorative Publication has always upheld the founding
principle of "Making our fortune in a righteous way, serving our society with a zealous heart." The Committee
of the Association has gone through more than thirty—five terms, with each Committee member taking the
grand aspirations of their predecessors as their own responsibility, leveraging their strengths to actively
promote Hong Kong's economic development and social progress, while also establishing schools to cultivate
talent. Since 1955, POCA has made its contributions to Hong Kong's education sector, founding four schools
to provide more learning opportunities for students in Hong Kong and creating a fairer learning environment
that benefits countless students. Moreover, never have the Association members forgotten their hometown;
in addition to establishing kindergartens and primary schools in Shenzhen, they actively participate in the
reconstruction of damaged schools in mountainous areas. These efforts demonstrate that the Association
members are committed to upholding the epic aspirations of their predecessors, continually striving to
advance the education sector in both Hong Kong and their hometown, with the hope of benefiting students
in various regions and nurturing the future pillars of society.

On the occasion of the 110th anniversary of POCA, it is my earnest hope that this publication will allow us to
gain a deeper understanding of the Association's development over these 110 years, to better comprehend
the educational philosophy of our predecessors, to educate and nurture people, and to once again trace our
roots, inheriting and promoting the spirit of the Association, forging ahead to create a better and brighter
tomorrow together.

Mr. Andrew Chiu Chi Kin

The 32nd-34th (2017-2022) Chairman of Po On Commercial Association
Chairman of the Preparatory Committee (Commemorative Publication) for the 110th Anniversary Celebration
of Po On Commercial Association

November 2024
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