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An unforgettable summer in England

Rotary Scholars: ‘It’s not just about English. It’s also about life!’
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KIM Chan went to a school in Salisbury, in the southeastern part of England, while the two boys Winston Ngan and Jason
Chu went to a school in Weymouth, which is a coastal town about 50 miles from Salisbury.

Though we were in different parts of England, we all studied with students from a wide variety of nationalities. We were able
to make friends with people from different nations. We got to know more about their lifestyles and cultures. Now we could even
understand English with different accents.

We have gathered a lot of precious memories and we would like to share our valuable experiences with you while they are
still fresh. We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to the Rotary of Club Wan Chai and the teachers who supported us.
We have benefited a lot from the study tour in England. What we gained was not only good English but also skills in dealing with
things in life. What made all this possible is the Rotarian spirit of giving. We will translate our gratitude into following the
examples of the Rotarians; always remember to give back to society to make it a better one for all.

Kim Chan ([f##4%) thanks the Rotary Club for her wonderful trip to England

I am very grateful to the Rotary Club and the teachers who recommended me for this rare opportunity to study and
broaden my horizon in England. I had been longing for this chance for ages and now, thanks to all of you, I have accomplished
my goal.

There, what I learnt was not only English, but also a lot about life. I learnt how take care of my daily life, and communicate
with others in order to blend into the crowd. What’s more, to be an independent young adult.

I went to Salisbury alone but the other two awardees were in Weymouth. At first, I found it a bit scary. All the other people
went in big groups. They tended to talk to people from their own countries in their own language very often so I was afraid that
I would end up making no friends.

But still, trying to chat up with the others brought me lots of friends in these three weeks. They were from various countries
such as Spain, Argentina, German, and Russia. I even made some close friends from Japan and Italy, making friends here
surely improved my communication skills.

The way of studying here was totally different from the one in Hong Kong. The lessons were relaxing. Apart from English,
our teachers emphasized the importance of world issues and ways of thinking. We discussed different issues every lesson. The
lessons were conducted in very informal way but we had great fun while learning. We could have our snacks and sit leisurely
while having classes. That was so different from the formal lessons in Hong Kong. Sometimes we had morning tea in the Café
shop to have some chats as lessons. That was really a pleasure.

Our teachers were witty too, especially the one called Andy. Andy was a very sophisticated guy but he always made us
laugh. He also told us a lot about his stories and that would shock all of us. All of us were friends, including the teachers. There
I also got to hear stories from different people of different nationalities.

I also learnt to understand accents of different nations, though some of them were really hard for me to recognize. However,
I gradually got used to quite a few accents. The Italian, Spanish, Russian accents were the hardest for me.

Staying with my host family helped me know more about the English lifestyle. My hosts always chatted with me and let me
see the differences between their customs and ours. The most astounding thing I found was that most of the English teenagers
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smoke, a pretty big problem in England.

I experienced heaps of things I had never experienced before. For the first time in my life I had a strong sense of growing
up. I could be a real young adult but not a teenager who only knew about books.

On the last day of this trip, all of my friends and I cried, and that was the most unforgettable day for me. We missed each
other so much but now I am still keeping contact with some of them.

I would like to thank the Wan Chai Rotary Club and my teachers again for supporting me to go on this trip. I would not have
gained this excellent experience in England without them. I shall make myself a useful person so that I will be able to give to
the community like the Rotarians do. Thank you so much.

Jason Chu (4#7%4%) thanks the Rotary Club for his trip to England

First of all, I would like to thank the Wan Chai Rotary Club for giving me such a rare opportunity to go to Weymouth for
cultural exchange and to improve my English. Weymouth is a coastal city in England. From there, I visited Oxford and Cardiff.

On the first few days, I was still not used to the new environment and the lifestyle. But as more and more warm people
greeted me, I gradually eased into the environment and mixed with the people around me. The people were not only friendly,
but also patient. They taught me everything I didn't know. I was especially glad to have the most caring couple, Mr. and Mrs.
Albertson, as my host parents. They provided me with such warmth and comfort I started to feel like being in my own home.
Sometimes, Sally, my host mom drove me sightseeing around Weymouth, which was really relaxing. We even went to the City
Centre to enjoy the fireworks display!!!

Every morning, I went to school with my friends and had my lessons. The lessons were a big difference from ours. We
chatted about everything in our lessons, for instance, current topics, lifestyles in different countries and also things about
ourselves. There was no pressure and the atmosphere was excellent for learning. I fortunately had an approachable neighbour,
Annika, sitting beside me. She was from Germany, After lunch, we had several activities to choose from, such as tennis,
window-shopping, games on the beach and so on. For the evening activities, we played bowling, had barbecues or discos.
Through the activities, I wasn't afraid of speaking English and I made a lot of friends.

After this trip, I realized how little I knew and how ignorant I had been before. Now, I am no longer afraid of speaking to
foreigners and my English has improved a lot through speaking with foreigners. I found English not as difficult as I had thought
and I have more confidence to speak English now. From now on, I would take as many responsibilities as I can to contribute to
my school.

I would like to thank Mr. Lee and all my teachers who had supported me, without your help I would have been stuck in Hong
Kong the whole summer.

Winston Ngan (257k#F) thanks the Rotary Club and talks about his trip in England

I had been longing to find out about every culture ever since my self-awareness started to develop. Call me a
culture-vulture, but grabbing every opportunity to learn about the cultures and histories of different countries always entices
me.

Here I really have to thank the Wan Chai Rotary Club for their truly generous full-scale sponsorship, allowing me to
experience a foreign culture. It was unprecedented for me to meet such a great number of foreigners every day, and this was
an excellent chance to practice my oral English.

I am also very grateful to my school and my parent. Without their help I would not have been able to visit England or even
sustain my everyday life.

The Trip to England was a trip of treasure for me. To recall all those valuable memories, I guess I'd better start with the first
day I arrived in England. I was eager to absorb foreign culture and so I began with the plain minute things.

During the car ride from London to Weymouth, I noticed that the accent of the English from Southwestern England is a bit
different from those from Eastern districts. I guess a possible reason is the Welsh influence. An example is that Welsh speak the
word “village” as “vill-AGE” but not “VILL-age”, sounds interesting, doesn't it?

We learnt English in a school in Weymouth from Monday to Friday. The mornings were all about lessons, with a short break
in the middle enabling us to buy some (really expensive) snacks. The most delighting parts of a day are the followings. We had
different afternoon and evening activities every school day. For the afternoon, we had the very free Creative Workshop, where 1
learnt Origami from Andy, a yellow-shirt (group leader) of the Weymouth College. We could also go to the Learning Gateway
(Multimedia Centre) to design pictures for the college by software and contact friends using Internet.

Tennis was one of the afternoon choices. Jason and I learnt playing it on the tennis court near the continuous beautiful
Weymouth Beach, Jason even became a skillful tennis player after a few matches! Another nice activity for a fine weather is
Games on the Beach. We could build sand castle, swim, sunbathe, read, or do whatever we like except leave before four. One
day I even felt asleep on the beach under the warm sunshine!

A Tourist Information Centre is located near the town center and the beach. I attempted to buy gemstones from a vending
machine, but I went away a toilet nearby. After that I bowed to deal with the too-long jeans. Something worst happened! The
money I initially wanted to use to buy gemstones fell out of my pocket and a quid fell into a drain as fast as lightning. Oh my
goodness! In this lesson I learnt that I must always keep an eye on my own property.

Sports were available both in the afternoon and evening section. My favourites were volleyball with the Italians and
basketball.

The evening activities included watching movies, visiting local disco, barbeque. I especially loved barbeque, where I could
enjoy delicious food, watch evening views, and walk around the famous Notre Fort.

The excursions to places outside Weymouth were enjoyable. The places we visited include Bath, Oxford, Cardiff and Poole.
During the trip to Poole I found that my wallet wasn’t in my rucksack, so I did not have a good day. However I found it on the
desk at my host family, how stupid I was! The most memorable trip is the one to Oxford. There are lovely views of course, but
the exquisite and elegant academies there ignited the fire in my heart to study hard. I can still remember Jason said that that
was the real university life. I absolutely agree with him!

That is an incredibly nice trip. I hope more students can have the opportunities to enjoy and learn in the summer time, like
what I did!
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