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AFE 3 Student’s View ’l

Sephen Leung Ho-keung of F.3C has been expressing his views on current issues by writing to the

“Talkback” page of the South China Morning Post; the following are excerpts of his 3 articles recently
published in the SCMP.

1. Should a height limit be imposed in Happy Valley?

It is reasonable to impose a height limit in Happy Valley, but there should be coordination between the
government and the Hong Kong Sanatorium and Hospital.

I can understand the purpose behind the height limit and it is environmentally friendly, but there should
be some leniency given to the hospital because of the urgent demand for hospital beds.

Patient numbers are increasing substantially and so the hospital must expand capacity.

Another 38-storey block next to the Li Shu Fan Block is going to be finished. | believe the hospital’s
plans for further expansion are acceptable because, with two blocks, | do not think there will be a problem
with the “wall effect”. There are already so many high-risesin the areathat | do not think it will make that big
adifference.

2. Do you think MTR fares should be cut?

| think that this time around it is unreasonable to call for further MTR fare cuts.

The MTR Corporation introduced fare concessions worth HK$600 million after its merger with the
Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation in December.

Although the merger has resulted in a large increase in the number of MTR passengers and greatly
boosted the corporation’s fare revenue, | do not think there should be further cuts.

Under the influence of a high inflation rate in recent months, the prices of goods and services have
soared, in particular the price of food and energy resources.

Moreover, the MTR will probably have to increase the salaries of staff over the next few years because
of these inflation problems. Because of these financial factors, the company’s running costs will keep
increasing.

3. Who should be covered by a free flu vaccine scheme?

| think the government has to adopt a flexible policy with the proposed free flu vaccine scheme. Children
under12, the elderly, people with weak immune systems and those with chronic diseases should be covered by
this plan since they are all vulnerable. Nevertheless, some people among these groups should not be given the
free flu vaccines.

The Hong Kong stock market has not performed well recently with the global economy experiencing
problems, the government will probably not accumulate as large a surplus over the next 12 months as the
massive surplus of thisfinancial year.

It will, therefore, have to be more sparing with the way it uses its financial resources and it has to be
borne in mind that this scheme will prove very costly.

There should be a selection process and people’s financial status should be taken into account in
determining whether or not they get afree vaccine.

| believe people on welfare, the elderly living alone and families with a monthly income of below HK$
20,000 should be given the vaccine for free.

Those who can be defined as middle class or who have a mortgage (and have extra money because of tax
and interest rate cuts) should pay for vaccinations.




