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K EZ£ - The Obama Lesson for Us All
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Today, Barack Obama is inaugurated as the 44" President of the United States. What

strikes many of us is that the world’s most powerful man has emerged from humble roots.
For WSC students, the Obama journey is both instructive and inspirational.

Obama was born to a white American mother and a black Kenyan father, who were both young
college students at the University of Hawaii. His father left him, and then his mother remarried. He
was brought up largely by his white grandparents. The family lived in a small apartment - his
grandfather was a furniture salesman and an unsuccessful insurance agent and his grandmother
worked in a bank - but Barack managed to secure a scholarship to get into Punahou School,
Hawaii's top prep academy.

Obama attended Columbia University; he then attended Harvard Law School, and in 1990
became the first African-American editor of the Harvard Law Review. Both Columbia and Harvard
are top universities in the U.S., and the world.

In 2008 he ran for president as a democrat and won. He is the 44th president of the Unites
States and the first African-American ever elected to that position.

Obama’s success provides food for thought for Wong Siu Ching students in many a way.
Here are some Obama qualities you would like to emulate.

1. He was a hard working student

"Mostly, my years at Columbia were an intense period of study," Obama says. "When | transferred, |
decided to buckle down and get serious. | spent a lot of time in the library. | didn’t socialize that much.
| was like a monk."

2. He changes himself to change the world

* Obama confessed teenage drug experiences in his memoirs "Dreams from My Father".

* At his wife's suggestion, he quit smoking before his campaign to win the Democratic nomination .
* He plays basketball almost on a daily basis to keep fit.

3. A powerful orator, he uses simple but very effective English

* In 2004 Obama gained national attention by giving a rousing and well-received keynote speech
at the Democratic National Convention in Boston.

* Obama’s message to U.S. troops in Iraq ,"You matter to us. Your future is our future. And our
moment is now."
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You shared the poem confidently, using pause
well, and responding to the images and moods
gy S s e = — s, |With aptly, varied pitch and pace. The thoughts R
PR e 1B 27k were always reflected on your face. The final R
verse was convincing and well held. Focused
work; clear, flexible voice.
You painted vivid word pictures for your
g S smemn |AUdience, using voice and facial expression.| o=
PR A 1C R Excellent. Your voice was imaginative and iz
enthusiastic. Congratulations.
Expressive face and voice, a little quiet. Be
g ek S nuae |careful not to stress the beat of the lines. You e
PR A 1D kR caught the mood and meaning of the poem. Work Bz
on projection, a little rushed.
Good announcement clever use of sports shirt
and blazers to produce lovely looking of red then
%9 40 117 used effectively to kill wolf. Choir developing a
th =« th U & e e S F,3 4 [ pleasing sense of fun, extremely entertaining to| Y& [5]5H
IS listen to. Boys voices developing particularly
well. Presented with style and fun. Ending
needed to be a little stronger.
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Confident stance & understanding immediately
established your clear interpretation, shared so
freely (strengthen the consonants for even
greater ease, Yi) Varied use of pitch and pace
illustrated the moods and images clearly.
Focused work, lively face.
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This was expressive and you captured and
conveyed the mood - well done! Keep working
hard to ensure clarity of diction. This is
promising work.
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Nice appreciation of rhythm, delightful opening,
must sustain focus, keep unison tight when this
happens. Supportive use of action & gesture.
Some sweet moments.

Ms.Armilyn
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You stand well. Sense grouping done effectively.
Lovely facial & vocal expression. The story told
careful. Good work.
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Opened poem well. Speed is clear and firm.
Poem was well prepared. Overall pace was good
- but at times a little too quick. Change pitch of]
your voice even more? Use pauses to show
changes in thought. Pause before final verse.
Give the listeners time to enjoy the poem. Poem
was well prepared.

Mr.Healey
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You spoke with sensitivity and ... suggested the
mood - well done! Now make sure that you make
full use of facial expression. Promising work.

i}

el
i

DU T A A A T

4C [

This was imaginative and you spoke with a sense
of involvement - well done! Now make more use
of facial expression. This is very promising
work.
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