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by Ngan Siu Hin
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MUNA stands for Model United Nations Assembly. It is the model of how United Nations assemblies and committees work. In
August 2009, delegations, representing countries all over the world, gathered in the halls of Hotel Canton and discussed major world
affairs in different committees. Our school sent two delegations each consisting of two pairs of students, each pair was in a separate
committee.

In my committee, SOCHUM — Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee, there were 29 delegations (59 delegates) in total,
including us, Somalia. Leung Ho Keung and | were delegates for Somalia. Before the event, we had to research extensively the country
we were going to represent. We had to know our country’s political & geopolitical constraints so that we could accurately adopt her
stance. As Somali delegates, we had to at least know that 1) It isaMuslim country. 2) It has been in acivil war since 1991. Not knowing
enough about your country is fatal. It brings troubles not only to yourselves, but also the others who expect you to do a proper job in the
debate. So Muslim countries are expected to unite and defend religious rights, and so forth.

We had two topics to discuss in SOCHUM — Women rights in Muslim Society and Child Mortality. At the very first meeting we
even had to debate and vote for which to put first! UN committees do it exactly like that in reality.

Leung was a good helper who helped me vocalize the important ideas when | had the words on the tip of my tongue, but could not
easily express them as | was always struggling to deal with the topic to be debated and found it hard to respond to questions thrown at us.
He was also a walking phonetic dictionary! He totally dwarfed me when it came to pronunciation, which | had previously thought | was
good at. My advantage was thinking quickly and having an abundant knowledge about the geopolitical status and history of the many
countriesin the world. | spotted the concerns of our potential alies and the nominal government in midst of a civil war.

My knowledge came in handy when we were pointing out the need for medical material to reduce child mortality, or reminding
people suggesting those idedlistic proposals who had forgotten to address the religious rights and feelings of Muslims. The side effect
was that | was monopolizing the chances to speak — but hey, some other delegates didn’'t even come out once! So you may as well
cherish your opportunities, since you would become more and more skillful orally, and you would feel really good when you see that
your speech impressed the Dais (Chairperson, Vice Chairperson and Rapporteur). We were thrilled when it was announced that we got
the Most Outstanding Delegation Award.

This year was the first time they had moved the event to Guangzhou, so some hiccups were inevitable. But still, the committees
were whole lots of fun and a valuable experience. There was even a city tour and we visited the Guangzhou Science Museum. It was
really big and had lots of gadgets for us to fiddle with. We really hope that all of you may participate in this tradition by entering the next
MUNASs. You will certainly enjoy it!
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