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Our student has something to say in SCMP

This is how our student Chu Hung Shing responded when Mr Cheng King Hon said our Hong Kong

students feel embarrassed speaking English in the public and their English standard is on the decline.

Persevere to learn English

I refer to Albert Cheng King-hon’s article (“To learn English, get over the fear of using it”,

September 1). He says that if “you don't use it, you lose it”.

There is no denying that practice makes perfect, especially when you are learning a new language. I
think students must read, write and speak English repeatedly if they want to improve. But they must go

about the learning process in the proper fashion.

It is common for young people now, when sending text messages or chatting on Facebook, to use
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abbreviations. “Oh my God” becomes “omg”, “see you™ is “cu’.

Another problem students can encounter comes down to what I would call attitude. Students will

encounter difficulties when learning a language, and this may put them off.

For example, I wanted to practise speaking English so that I could become more fluent and improve

my pronunciation.

However, when I tried to speak to people I was ignored. I gradually lost confidence and felt too

embarrassed to use English in public.

Such psychological obstacles can be very difficult to overcome but schools can help with this. I am
fortunate in that my school provides a lot of English activities, such as mentoring and reading schemes,

lunch-time shows and English-language morning assemblies.

Thanks to these activities and the interaction I experienced, my enthusiasm for the language was

revived.

Students have to be willing to make the effort, but their persistence can pay off and eventually they

should be able to use the language in their daily lives and communicate with foreigners in English.

Students should cherish each opportunity they have to practise the language.

Jason Chu Hung-shing 6B
A14 Leaders and Letters SCMP, September 13 2010 (Monday)
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