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Reflection of NZ Operation Unicorn

7th to 17th of January was the examination period of our school. However, for me, this perlod was a unique
experience in my life as | had been selected by the Hong Kong Air Cadet Corps to go to New Zealand to join The Bush
craft Leadership Course which was held by the New Zealand Cadet Force. Many students or even parents would think
that it was crazy to skip the examination only for a Bush craft program. But it was totally worth it as | experienced a lot
including New Zealanders’ attitude towards nature, studies and of course | learnt a lot about their culture.

Let me talk about what | have done in New Zealand. There were a total of 80 cadets aged 15-18 participating.
Among these 80 cadets, 4 of us were from Hong Kong. The others were local cadets. You can see that it was the best
way to learn English, so much better than reading books and going to tutorial classes.

The 10-day training course consisted of a 3-day theory class teaching us all the techniques and survival skills that
we might use in the Bush. During these three days, | found that all cadets were very active and motivated in answering
and asking questions. They paid full attention in class as what we were learning was closely related to living their lives
in the wild. Their learning attitude created for us a very nice learning environment and | hope that one day it will exist
in our school.

Right after the 3-day theory course, we had our practical sessions. We carried our tents, clothing and whatever
we needed for our 6-day trip.

At first, | thought the treks in New Zealand would be like walking in the streets in Hong Kong. | was wrong! Since
it had been raining non-stop, all the treks were washed up into muddy ponds at least 5 inches deep. As you walked,
your trekking boots filled up with mud. It was really disgusting! At the beginning, | felt it hard to get used to this. But
then, | knew that | had to overcome it in order to get through the days that followed. So, | left the original Cathy Chan
behind and tried my best to get used to the new environment.

In the days that followed, | found that the natural resources in New Zealand were really well preserved. We could
drink directly from the river. Many of you might think | would probably be killed by the germs in the water one day if |
kept on drinking directly from the river. But the water there was totally clean as no one there pollutes the river. All the
citizens or visitors cherished the natural resources as their own property. If we could treat the natural resources in
Hong Kong the same way as the New Zealanders did, | am sure that Hong Kong will have the most beautiful
countryside in Guangdong.

Apart from the things | have just mentioned, | did lots of things that | had never done in Hong Kong. Besides, |
made lots of good friends there in New Zealand and of course we are still in close contact now. However, | cannot
share all my experience here. If you are interested in my trip to New Zealand, you are always welcome to come and
have a great chat with me.

For all the parents who are reading this article, please do not stop your children from joining different sorts of
activities. | am sure they will gain a lot from those activities and the experiences will be very useful in their future.

Last but not least, | do not regret my decision of giving up my school examination for the Bush craft course. It was

a good decision.
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