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Overcoming Difficulties in Learning English Ng Kwok Keung

(English Panel Head)

Situation
Every year, when the HKEAA DSE Reports are published, without having to look at it, you can

guess our students would usually do better in reading and writing as they have to
recite large piles of textbooks and readers outside the classroom for their
assignments & tests. Thus quantity change leads to quality change.

Problem

Oral is their 2" weakest subject as they don’t have a regular partner to chat with
every day. And the weakest in the HKDSE is listening. They just don’t have a habit to
tune into an English channel on their radio or TV at a regular time, listen, jot notes, &
organize their notes to tell someone else, whether in spoken or written form.

Solutions

Is there a remedy? Yes, as successfully proven out by Wong Tan Tan, the girl who went to England on the
Rotary Scholarship in F.2. She also beat hundreds of other students from famous schools and got the Best
Delegate Award with three of our F.6 students in the Hong Kong International Model United Nations in F.4

4 Skills every day

How did she do that? This is what she says, “When | was in Form 2, | chatted with a classmate every day in
English, making it a habit. Actually, | did writing, reading, speaking and listening every single day. And |
marked them as record. It is what my English teacher asked us to do and it is the KEY to learning English.”

Oral

Kyoko Wong, another Rotary Scholar, also gave us her tip: “Be brave! This is the most important thing. You
won’t master a language by just reading and listening to it. You gotta speak it LOUDLY and use it whenever
you get the chance. Many students are not confident enough to speak because they know they are not
experts. But it doesn’t really matter, as long as you keep speaking and trying, you will master it one day.”
Listening

For listening, Marco Li has just downloaded an app on his mobile phone to listen to the Documentaries on
BBC Radio. “It is much better than watching Ted.com cos | always read the subtitles & don’t listen to what is
said. It is not difficult at all as each 30 min programme is on one topic. The vocabulary keeps repeating itself.
It’s much slower than news and it’s about the same length as a DSE listening comprehension.”

What the school is doing to help

The English Department is doing everything they can to help. In the morning, we have the BBC listening in
the M.I. room. During lunch time, we have foreign movies for lower forms students to enjoy. At the
beginning of every year, we have the HK Speech Festival to polish your speaking skills and the mentoring
program to let you speak with a partner. If you like writing, you can pour your heart out in your free writing.
If you love reading, we have the Extensive Reading Scheme and Online exercises. Make good use of them.

Note:

- Tan Tan is now with an Australian Company serving clients from the UK, USA, Dubai, Indonesia, Japan, etc.
- Kyoko is studying journalism in HKU. When you talk to her on the phone, you’d think she’s a foreigner.

- Marco is a handsome prince studying in F.5 right now. He speaks beautiful English and is a great actor.
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Excellent academic accomplishments of WSC graduates at Universities

Our graduates with outstanding academic performance were placed on the Dean’s List and were awarded scholarships.

Congratulations!

Name University School / Programme Academic Honours / Scholarship
Chu Ka Wai Yeliz Bachelor of Social Science Serena Yang Award
Leung Ho Yan The University of | Bachelor of Social Science (Government & HKU Foundation Scholarships for

Hong Kong Laws) & LLB Outstanding Students
Chow ChoYi Bachelor of Social Science Y.W. Kwok Scholarships
Lam Kwan Man Bachelor of Business Adminstration (Hons.) First Class Honours
(Accounting Conenctration) Dean’s List

Leung Ho Keung Bachelor of Social Sciences (Hons.) in

Communication — Journalism Option

Hong Kong (International Journalism Concentration)

Baptist University
Leung Wai Kei Vicky Bachelor of Business Administration (Hons.)

) ) Dean’s List
(Finance Concentration)

Liu Hiu Kwan Bachelor of Social Sciences (Hons.) in
Communication — Journalism Option

(International Journalism Concentration)

Wong Pik Yu Bachelor of Arts of (Hons.) in Translation
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SON (heart)

The heart always misses

The mind always thinks of

Ever since his fell

And happy time is no longer carefree
Finally, you experience this tie of the umblical cord
between a father and a son

When the mother is away

and you become his sole dependent
Even when his school is there

and he is in good hands

but somehow

you just don’t trust them

Ng Kwok Keung

but since you are away

and you can't do much to help
You just keep asking people
how best to treat his wound
fearing its further deterioration
fearing your own mishandling
Shouldn't have covered his wound with pad
Should have left it open...

Free time is no longer free.
His wound is his blessing
mine, and his family's
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