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Rotary Scholars UK Trip Sharing

He Si Qi 4B

It was my first time to go to a foreign country and I know there would be many challenges waiting
ahead. This gave me a chance to be independent without my mother’s help since I had always lived
carefree under the protection of my parents. Well, I think it was the time to grow up and train my ability to
deal with problems.

I have met some new friends from different countries in our school in Cambridge since many students
of other countries came here to have their Summer Course. The staff and our classmates were
accommodative and enthusiastic, and they were willing to help us and share their stories. I also had a good
time with my host family; they helped not only my daily necessities but also my school life. The hostess
helped me to clean my bedroom and wash my clothes once a week so that I could have a comfortable
environment to live in. Besides, they would ask how my school life was every day, such as the
participation of activities. We would also talk about the country we lived in, the different cultures and
lifestyle between us. It’s good for us to exchange and share our country’s culture.

I also attended lots of diverse activities besides having lessons in the morning. I think the most popular

and interesting activity is Disco Night, which made my coursemates and I sweaty and hot after dancing
because all of us were having fun there. The pressure or anything anxious in our lives just disappeared
when we could dance together with hundreds of people. It was unbelievable! At the end of the Disco Night,
we were not tired at all because we still wanted to dance with each other. However, we had to go because

it was the time to go home.

The excursion to London was also one of my favourites. We went to London every Saturday to visit
different scenic spots and places. We went to Buckingham Palace as a first stop where the Queen of the
United Kingdom is living and also the London Eye, Big Ben, the Houses of Parliament, which are all
famous places in London. Also, we could see many tourists taking photos there. We must be careful and
follow the teacher closely to prevent from losing the way.

I think it’s hard to show initiative when you don’t know someone around you in a foreign land; some of
us were shy and diffident. We didn’t know how to take the first step to talk with new friends, but we learnt
how to do that through this trip. It was not as difficult as we thought; we tried and we succeeded. The UK
trip enriches my experiences and let me learn how to communicate with foreigners. We gained a lot from

this journey and we feel so grateful to the Wan Chai Rotary Club for giving us such a precious opportunity

to broaden our horizons!
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Ng Wai Yan 5B

‘Do you want to go to the UK for free?’ ‘Do you want to study
English in Cambridge?’ ‘Do you want to meet people from all
over the world?’ The Wan Chai Rotary Scholarship poster caught
my eyes. To be honest, | hesitated to apply for the scholarship in

the first place as | was frightened of the uncertainty

forthcoming and the perils in making friends as | perceived l

o [ S

myself as an introvert. But it turned out that the choice | made was utterly correct since the benefits |

gained through this trip are much more than | expected.

The summer school we attended is called Selected English. We were sorted into classes according to
the results of the test we did on the first day. What we did every day were basically lessons in the
morning and activities in the afternoon and evening. Lessons were quite interesting and, not surprisingly,
the class activities were mainly held in groups. | was not familiar with this way of learning at first, but |
managed to get used to it after a week or so. | learnt quite a lot of things during the lessons, namely the
stereotypical features of different countries.

Comparing with lessons, the various activities organized outside of the classroom were certainly more
exciting. The school had organized a list of event every afternoon and evening and we could choose
whatever we liked. The events included punting, which is a traditional sport in Cambridge in which you
can punt a boat with five of your friends in it along the river passing through prestigious colleges in
Cambridge. Joining a disco was also an unforgettable experience due to the melting hot temperature
inside and a bunch of thrilled teens dancing insanely. | went a bit crazy back there too but it was my one
and only time going to the disco and it was far too exhausting for me. The King’s College, the most
famous and prestigious college in Cambridge University, the Fitzwilliam Museum, the Saint Mary’s
Church where Mr. Steven Hawking’s funeral was held, etc. were all fantastic and splendid spots to visit.
These historical monuments are beautiful and we took a lot of photos there.

Besides the school day activities, we were able to go to London for a full day trip every Saturday. We
went to Buckingham Palace, where the Queen lives, Covent Garden, a big shopping mall and Oxford
street, a famous shopping street full of world known brands. These sound attractive, but actually we only
had limited time for sightseeing and shopping, and in the evening when we walked pass the Big Ben, we
didn’t have time to take a proper photo, not to mention that the Big Ben was coincidentally under
renovation back then. Therefore, my friends and | decided to visit London ourselves on Sunday. We
revisited London on the second Sunday during those three weeks. We went there by train and first
arrived at King’s Cross Station. | was so excited as | am a huge fan of Harry Potter and there is a Platform
nine and three quarters shop selling Harry Potter products at King’s Cross. | bought a bunch of things
there. After that we went to the British Museum and London Bridge for sightseeing and they are really
remarkable.

The food was also remarkable, well, remarkably not good. It’s not as bad as people say, but a bit bland
and dry, | have to admit. The food there is the only thing that made me homesick. The people there are
mostly nice and passionate, especially the staff at school and my homestay family, but there are still
exceptions. One day when | was waiting for a bus at the bus stop alone, two kids riding bicycles passed
by suddenly gave me the finger and shouted offensive words at me. | was completely shocked and
disappointed as well. | hope | am the only one received this kind of experience!

Through this trip to England, | have learnt to open up myself and embrace who | am more. | have also
learnt that self perception is very important as how you perceive yourself is often how others value you.
This gives me courage to be more confident with myself which is my ultimate target of joining this trip,
although | think that | am an extrovert. | have also got many new friends and this is the most precious

treasure | have possessed through this journey. | will never forget this excellent summer in England.
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