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From Comics to a story: Phoebe and the Unicorn

Wong Wing In, Tiffany 3A (2018-2019)

Il have just enough _
time to forget I ever . ther ) years have
took it, and then Ul hardened me.
get a number I dont
really understand.

One day, Phoebe was upset. She was sitting alone on the stairs at School. She had just got back her
standardized test paper from the teacher. She was down in the dumps because she had a problem about her
test.

Phoebe saw a white unicorn approaching her. The white unicorn asked her, “What is your name, beautiful
little girl?”

Phoebe answered, “Oh! My name is Phoebe, hi, how are you? What’s your name?”

The white unicorn replied, “Bo. Um...but why are you sitting here so sad?”

“Huh! I don’t know,” Phoebe sighed out her grief. “I don’t understand. I have a problem about my
standardized test! ’Phoebe said puzzled.

Bo looked at her and then asked, “Well, how did you do on the standardized test?”

Phoebe thought for a while. She was silent. Then she said, “No idea!”

They looked at each other for five minutes and no one said anything.
Phoebe then climbed up on to the back of the unicorn and said softly, “Today I‘11 have just enough time to

forget I ever took it, and then I’ll get a number I don’t really understand.”

Bo smiled, “That’s rather cynical.”

“Well, the years have hardened me.” Phoebe said.

Bob beamed, “It’s okay! Just try your best! I think you can make it. You haven’t taken the bull by the
horns yet. Look on the bright side. I’ll stand by you.

Phoebe seemed to realize, “Hope I can. Um..., I’ll try my best, thanks, Bo!”

They looked at each other and saw each other in their eyes, “There’s light at the end of the tunnel.”
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Speech of the Social Issue

6E Lai man Chung
Introduction

(Protesting) “Say No to landfill! Don’t build it in My Backyard!” Does this phenomenon look similar to
you? In fact, it happened ten years ago and is expected to occur again very soon. But ..., why does this
happen to us, but not in other cities like Tokyo, Singapore or Korea??? That’s all because of our living
habits. We never do recycling, never burn garbage with incinerators, never reduce the garbage generation.
That’s why our landfills are full! So, we should do something. We should throw less garbage. We should
change our green behavior. You’ll hear the Municipal Solid Waste Charges is our recipe to relieve the
pressure. You’ll hear the charge is launching in the mid-2019. You’ll hear the tern of “Polluter

Pays’...Less is More. The less we throw, the cleaner our environment is.

Effects

A coin has two sides. The MSW charges is no exception. On the bright side, according to overseas’
success, without a shadow of doubt the policy could do the trick. Therefore, it is believed that Hong Kong
can also enjoy the similar effectiveness. Raising the public environmental awareness is what we AIM,
sustainability is what we WISH, being eco-friendly is what we DESIRE. That’s what the levy can do, but
not from landfill expansion.

However, drawbacks will also occur in this charge. You may wonder, why a policy with positive intention,
but negative effects? The answer is clear. Illegal dumping is an expected knot that may occur because of
the financial incentives, because of the lack of monitoring, because of the mountain of rubbish bins in the
streets. Less is more. Dealing with these effects, it is fishing in a barrel if it is in small-scale, but, it would
be a catastrophe if the problem deteriorates. In order to be fair to everyone, to be socially responsible, this

effect has to be eliminated indisputably.

Reflections and Recommendations

Have you ever seen 43,000 rubbish bins in a city? Hong Kong is a case in point. That’s terrible! Will the
citizens pay for the fee of garbage bags if plenty of garbage bins are put in the streets? Definitely Not!
They would not have a predisposition to do so! Less is more. The fewer bins put in the streets, the more
effective the levy becomes. It’s much easier. It’s less complicated and more efficient. If not, the policy is
in vain beyond doubt.
Protecting the environment is our social responsibility no matter we are wealthy or destitute. It’s not
voluntary, it’s duty. It’s crucial. Environment consequences are something we are ill-afford, it can be a
localized and a globalized and a complicated issue. It is of paramount importance, if not crucial, for all of
us to make every endeavor to protect the living place. Increasing the charge is at the top of the agenda. I'm
not talking about imposing an overpriced charge, I’'m not talking about putting pressure on citizens. But |
believe, the charge should be higher than the current one to avoid people neglecting the levy. Less is more.
It would not be a piece of cake to achieve a modernization, but we shall definitely take the initiative in the
levy. Human beings will change their attitude, from time to time, from small step to big step and
eventually, to cooperate with the levy.
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