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Student’ s writing

Lai Man Chung Anson 6E

Scenario

Many parts of Hong Kong's harbor front are stilldendeveloped, so some suggested using these areas f
housing and commercial use, while others arguedsiineh areas should be left as open space forgubli
use. Write to the editor of the Hong Kong Dailytistg your opinion either for or against leaving ke
areas open for public use. Justify your view witree reasons.

Dear Editor,

Land shortage has long been a knotty problemdéanot be solved overnight in Hong Kong. | am
writing in response to the policy of developing lddfong harbour front for housing and commercial. use
The issue has flooded with headlines in numerouwsspapers and magazines. A vast number of people
claim that the development would do the trick ileahting the pressing land shortage. Yet, | amialug
about its comprehensiveness and there are mamyoes to verify my point of view.

The suggestion of developing the harbour fronthia territory would not receive a wide range of
support. Granted, Hong Kong is a metropolis whidmes under a significant ‘intrusion’ of western
cultures and coexists with the Chinese one. Thusigkongers have an enormous demand for high
quality of life which can be provided from the opgpace along the harbour front for jogging, enjgyin
the sea view and quality of fresh air, to mentiom & few of the provisions. Although land shortéaga
matter of concern among Hong Kong citizens, theadigpose to strike a balance between development
and preservation and cannot tolerate the losscoéagonal area at the harbor front. The policyusthdoe
stopped undoubtedly as it would not get the thuogbdrom the residents who are one of the biggest
stakeholders in town.

Alongside the unpopularity, the initiatives kavardly addressed the root of the problem effelstiv
Some opposition indicated that constructing housingommercial buildings at the harbour front can
relieve the land pressure from the inner city dregace of reclamation. Nevertheless, the disadyast
if not limitations, of this policy far outweigh thbenefits. The development of the harbour front is
indisputably an unsustainable one due to flatlaemhd the favourable condition, while developing the
harbour front is not only a short-sighted solutibnt also a suggestion which may provoke a wave of
discontent. More importantly, side-effects willartyy occur if this development goes ahead owinth&o
lack of city or land use planning in the past decdtl is not common knowledge that the wall effect
problem is catastrophic in many places in the stythis phenomenon will further exacerbate it sk
buildings are built at the harbour font. Thanks the ineffectiveness, the policy should not be
implemented.

Despite the fact that the above arguments haflected the unpopularity and ineffectiveness of the
suggestion, some radicals still yearn for the dgwelent of the harbour front due to the urgent riaed
dealing with the land issue. They hold the beleittthis can meet the demand of houses in towrtharsd
put a halt to the demonstrations of housing shertagt, the feasibility is a factor that is ill-gmtten. The
planning of the development at the harbour frony tm@ viable, but it takes a decade to achieveints-a
to increase housing and commercial land. In contthse opening up of brown field sites in the New
Territories and making use of the vacant industrigldings in the satellite towns are more pradtina
providing more land supply through redevelopmesitijtalization and rehabilitation. Without a shadofv
doubt these alternatives are less time-consumiag the current policy as a means to deal with the
pressing land shortage feasibly.

Having examined the aforementioned reasons, ipai@nt that the initiatives should absolutely bet
carried out since they do more harm than good. Assirable policy, the government has to catetter
effectiveness, feasibility and popularity carefulg as to avoid creating a multitude of dissatigfac
among different stakeholders in the city.

Yours sincerely,
Chris Wong
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