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Chemistry students visiting the University of Hong Kong

Faculty of Science

In order to let our students be more familiar with HKU Science Faculty. Chemistry Department has paid a visit to
HKUon 4/3/2019 (MON). The tour includes an admission talk of the Bachelor of Science 6901 BScProgramme, a

visit to Chemistry Department and a Campus tour.

5D and E.5 X2 Chemistry students at the Yuet Ming Fountain
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Student’s Writing- A Letter to the Editor

4C Edith Szeto
Dear Editor,

The Biggest ever Threat to Hong Kong — Gender Inequality

Countries worldwide are still facing the problem of gender inequality, as gender
stereotyping has been part of society’s traditional culture. Even some advanced western
countries are seeking solutions to tackle the problem. Meanwhile, in Hong Kong alone,
according to the statistics in 2017, there was a huge pay gap between men and women,
which could be up to nearly HKD30,000. There is no doubt that gender inequality still

exists in Hong Kong.

To begin with, men and women share different social status due to gender
stereotyping. Living in a traditional Chinese community, men are used to earning a living
for the whole family while women stay at home to manage the family affairs. Therefore,
the public is under the impression that women are less able to achieve what men can do.
Even though they are working in the same position, women are commonly paid less than
men. Apparently, it is a significant figure which reveals gender inequality in Hong Kong. A
more worrying statistic released by the Census and Statistics Department: the largest
gender pay gap is seen in the education industry whichcan reach a record of HKD29,800.
And even with the smallest pay gap, there can be a pay difference of HKD1000 among

men and women in the construction industry.

In addition, there is a common belief in Hong Kong that men are better off having
more sexual experience while women should have their chastity kept before marriage.
Women are thus more vulnerable to sexual crimes because they can hardly report the crime
in order to preserve their reputation. After exposing the crime to the public, they will be
labelled as ‘damaged goods’, leading to a difficulty in looking for a companion. In 2017,
the #MeToo campaign was launched and more and more women in Hong Kong were
encouraged to join the campaign so that what is happening in the city indeed could be
unveiled. However, the black sheep of the city claimed that those victims are just grabbing

people’s attention with the tag, or even making up stories. This kind of defamation strikes
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at the spirit of speaking out. On the contrary, if the victims of the sexual crimes are men,
some will allege that those men are benefitting, even though the crimes totally offend their
own wills. The rights of male victims are often ignored because part of the city keeps
dominating preconceptions. This kind of misconception is rather irritating to the victims,
not only to women but also men. It is crystal clear that gender inequality still exists in

Hong Kong.

Though, as a matter of fact, men are also suffering, as women usually share a higher
position in a relationship in Hong Kong. Nowadays, people are paying much more concern
to gender equality, especially women. However, it sometimes goes too far. Some women
turn the demeanour of a gentleman into their inherent rights. For example, they think men
should be carrying bags for women when out dating. Fulfilling all of the girlfriend’s or
wife’s wish, they will be regarded as a responsible boyfriend or husband. Women are more
used to playing the ‘taker’ role in a relationship in the 21st century, but seldom, or never a
‘giver’. It can be understood that women seek gender equality, but some are now becoming
extreme suffragettes, and pay no attention to the rights of men. It is not what ‘gender
equality’ truly means, to enlarge the rights of women unlimitedly, but letting two genders

share the same rights.

While I agree to pursue gender equality to the largest extent, it is an irreversible fact
that there is a biological difference between men and women. Both men and women have
their special needs. We may not achieve a TOTAL GENDER EQUALITY, but at least,
what we can do is to be understanding to each other’s situation, and not to discriminate

against the opposite gender.

To conclude, gender inequality is existing, and will continue to exist. For our own
benefits, as men and women, we should look forward and abandon the old ways of
thinking to attain gender equality, hoping for a better, more comfortable environment for
different people to live together. Thanks to every single unit of Hong Kong, the clock is

ticking for the dream to come true.

Chris Wong

A behavioralist
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