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Our NET Teacher by Chong Cheuk Chi, Celia ( F.3 )

At the beginning of the school year, I heard the news that a NET teacher was going to be the

A NET Teacher in the Eyes of his F.3 Pupils W

English teacher of our class. I was quite worried because I was afraid that I would not be able to
know what he would say. After some time we all got used to being taught by the NET teacher, Mr.

Knill. We became less afraid.

We enjoyed his lessons gradually. However, sometimes we had difficulties in understanding what
he said. Then, we began to understand most of his words. Now, we can understand about 80 per

cent of what he says. This shows we have improved our English listening skills.

Mr. Knill’ s English lessons are not boring, but very interactive and funny! Apart from passage
lessons, grammar lessons, writing lessons and listening lessons, we sometimes play some little
games, do role-plays at the MPA or in the English Room. We like those games because we can

move around to finish the tasks given by Mr. Knill.

Mr. Knill demands that we do not say anything when he is speaking. I think that it is reasonable
because we should pay attention in the lessons. Mr. Knill is really a good teacher. He is kind,

patient, and he works very hard to teach us. I like him very much!

Our NET Teacher by Lee Chun Yat ( F.3)

Mr. Knill is not like other teachers. He always asks us to do role-play activities during English
lessons. I think this kind of teaching method is good. It not only gives us more chances to

speak in English, but also lets us have lessons in a more relaxing mood.

Mr. Knill also checks our homework carefully and patiently. As he asks us to write free writing
every cycle, my writing is getting better. In my free writing, even minor mistakes are always

spotted and corrected by him. He is as good as Ms Mok, our English teacher in Form 2.

One clear advantage of having NET teachers is that students are forced to speak English in class.

Since we are not allowed to talk in Cantonese, we can now speak English more fluently.

Our NET Teacher by Lam Kwan Man ( F.3 )

I felt a little bit afraid of him at first because I thought that I could hardly communicate with him.
I was not confident enough in speaking English. I am now feeling more confident when I speak
to Mr. Knill. The learning atmosphere has become much more interactive and interesting. Mr.
Knill always draws on the blackboard to stimulate us to use the new grammar. He gives us a lot

of opportunities to practise oral, writing, listening and so on.
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The NET Teacher by Kwan Hiu Tung, Crystal ( F.3 )

Mr. Knill is a very nice teacher. He teaches us extremely patiently. We can ask many questions if
we do not understand. Also, he teaches us many other things, which are outside our textbook.
Because of this, we can learn many interesting things. He always teaches us in a fun way. Mr.

Knill is a great teacher and I enjoy having all his lessons.

Wong Siu Ching in the Eves of a NET Teacher "

S EFER P oy D F ¥ 2 (March 2006)
By Mr. Mark Knill ( NET Teacher) VOQ

Eight months after arriving at Wong Siu Ching, I am doing exam supervision in the Hall with

Form 5. I look around at the nervous faces that I have come to know so well from my F5 Oral
classes. They remind me of how I felt when I first arrived at that same Hall on Day One and sat
on the stage looking out at a sea of unfamiliar faces. I remember counting the number of students
until I reached 44- the number of students I would have to teach in one class. After teaching
classes no bigger than 25 in NZ I couldn’t believe I was about to take on nearly double that
number in one room! How would they all fit? How would I cope!? So much has happened since

then...and I’ve loved it!

Mr. Lee’s first message to the students was about being active. Check. This seems to make good
sense to me. When I met my classes for the first time, I reiterated his message and added... “You

also have to take risks and be prepared to make mistakes...that’s what learning is all about.”

I didn’t know it then but I was about to become a role model for making mistakes and learning
from them. Those early days presented many hurdles- mostly related to machines and the
weather- and I made my fair share of mistakes trying to jump them! Like turning on fans, (not
realizing they would blow my papers everywhere!) like having lessons prepared on my computer
in the work room (but not realizing they wouldn’t magically appear in my classroom!), like

thinking I wouldn’t need a microphone to help me compete with the noise of air-con.

The list goes on, but what I also hadn’t counted on was the support and help and friendly nature
of the staff, the management and the students at this school. I have never felt alone or unassisted
and I have learned a huge amount: not only about teaching, but life in Hong Kong and the

importance of Human Kindness.

Moving to HK and teaching at Wong Siu Ching was indeed a risk, but one that has been well

worth it.
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