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Tdea! Jdeas!! Jdeas!!!

Laot mouth we iutroduced the idea of “Wemornies ™ where students play in small groups with matehing cards
tarnned over. /e they tunn over 2 cande n seanch of a matehing pacn, they nead out loud what io on the card.

This activity i student centered, communicative and fun. 28 possibilitics ane endless. For indtance, dome
of you thave approactied the English Department adking for ways to teach the language of evam guestions,
in English. This o a natunal activity for you to do this. Gather about 10 sample exam questions from youn
Subjects exam and print them on cards. Ou a matehing set of 10 cande, print the (Chinese equivalent.

Finet get pacelgroups to mateh the Euglish and (lhinese and check as a class. Demonstrate liow the
paindlgroupe should play the game, with a demonstration, insisting that they nead aloud what ¢ en the card,
for mavimam impact. Then let them play WMemories to liclpy them learn these. T2 ¢ a tueaky way of getting
lots of nepetition of an otheruise fainly mundane learning task.

Collect the sets you have lovingly made to use them again uert year, or as a rewidion evencide. (e.g. lhand out
all the sets of Zucstions to oue partner in a pacn, adk them to nead the instructiond To thetr fartuer, who
tandlates them in to Chinese. ... then swap noles).

Au altewnalive to trandlating o To give an cxample of a camien plhnade that weald (it the guestion.
E.9. 2UESTION (Geo): State to what evtent wban duwellens affect ther enmvironment. ANUSWER:
wrban dwellens liave a dlgutficant|modenatelslight cmpact on theirn enviromment. Thie way you feed them the
evact wornds they weed,
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Vocabulary: Revision

So much of exam style learning rnevolues around learuing of vocabulary that thie mouth, as exams approach
you may lile come fun ways to recycle worde learned o far.

l

students to call out lettere. T comect, wnite in the letter. 7§ wol, draw a piece of a pendon being
‘tanged'. Do one on 2 as a class. then get paine to play it together. (There's more active learning this
way. Students choose words they think thein partuer wout remembern-on long words- to thy and lang
them)

What's my word? Put the class iuto paine. Student 4 in each pacr looks away. Student B looks at the
board and las to deserdbe the word wntil Student 4 can guess ct. Swap roles, new word on plnase.
The same as 2 above, ouly this time, you frepare a st of 10 words and give it to student 4, and give
a liot of 10 diffencat worde for student B. They take turne being the guesser and the speaker. as they
work thecr way tinough the list. Demondtrate the tunn taking with a pain to start with, and inddst that
they doun't SHOW thein liot to thetrn partuer. You may like to give a fen minutes at the start for 2 to
adks other 48 and Bs to ask Be about wonds they cant nememben.

Pictionnary. The came as € ov 3 above, ouly this time. they have to draw nather than talk. Tt
amaging lhow cnventive they can be with even the modt non-concnete of words.

Stand|ect. (Good {or sleepy aftercons!) Put students into faine. Oue standing, oune oitting. The
dtanding partuer has to recall a word learned recently and day it. His newand io to oit, while his
COrosswonds. Send you students to www. pugsle- maker. com. They lave to make upp a erosewond puggle,
wsing the tanget vocal and ther own definctions, which they frint off and bring to class. They swap
thecr pusgle with someone elde and get busy completing &, This way you get 2 betes at it: Ouc at home
and another in clase.

Stap. My personal favsunite, but you ueed a controllable class, and a well insulated wall. Cover the
board with tanget vocab. Divide clase into 2 teams. Tuvite one student fnom each team to the front and
give them a Yly swor. You deseribie the wond you bave in méind and they madt be the et to lict the word
with the fly swot to eann a poiut, 28 loud. . .. but fun. .. and memorable. Boye, especially, will love you
forever!
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Laot 10 winates

Do you sometimes bave 5-10 minutes at the end of a lesson? Why ot make it an Englich Cormen?

Put the students in pacns. Tnstruct the class: “Let's finioh with some newition. . .n English. Decide who is
A and who o B. Now Student 4 ask student B in English what they lave learned teday”. (Te make surne
they form the question coviectly you could put: What have you learned today’ on the board. ) Student Bo
wdll respond as you wall and monitor thecr andwend and kelp wherne uecessary. Ater a few minutes, otops
nemember that. . ... " (and fex any problem arcas.)

Then say MNow it's student B¢ turn to adk student A what they learned yeoterday. Yohn. can you tell liow
they should ask this? ("What did you leann yesterday'7) “That e night, off you go'. VY there's another,
mone densible way to break the task in to 2 picces than tedaylyesterday then do so. . ..c.q. # ask B what
they leanned about parnabolas, then B adk 4 what they learned about the X and Y axce)

Why it worke?

TV'e ‘private’. The whole class won't be listening. You ane free to mouitor that they are speaking in Englich,
to check ther answens, and to neply in English in a low lbey way for yourself, without the whole class
pressune, eneating an Euglich fniendly envinomment. Uou might lile to do thie 'stotp and check’ mid way
Unough a clase too. Tt breaks ap a clase that may be getting rnestlese, gived you a chance to check that they
ane following you. and gives you a break ¢ you ve been talling a lot!
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YVocabutary

Leanaing vocal co placin land work, but there ¢ uo neadon it can't be fracticed and necycled in class in a fun
way.

Prepare oets of carde for each pacn of dtudents. Faly the carnde have a vocal item. half have a definition.
You will weed 16 sets for SE students.

. Aok ouc student to hiold all the definctions and face ther pantuer. They nead out the definction and the
partuer madt day what the word co. (Fon weaker students, or & the worde ane wew to them. you could
adk the nespondee to lhold the Vocal cards, ¢o they have IO words to choose from. They can place eack

card as they andwer, making each duccesdive question easier). Then pantnens nepeal and dwop noles.

2. Place all the carde face down on a talble. Tu 4o on 2¢ or 3¢ play "WMemoniee”’. Oue player turns over a
cand, saye what i on it (insiot on thie), then tarns cver a %  cand and says what's ou it. U they
mateh, that player ‘wind', picks ap the pacr and has another tunn. 7§ wot, move to the nert player.

Wty does it work?

You give the definctions. ¢o you luow they are covect. (althougl as an excellent neuision exercise, and to dave
your effort. you could have pacns prepane carde at home themselves!).

Ttiey tiave to nead, listen and talh, but they are given the words to wse, do they have confidence and budlt in
duccess. The change of activity and game io fun, molivating and fail froof.

You can store the carde to necycle later.
Or otore oue det and ask one student to be the "teachen' and get them to nead out the definitions, asking
dtudents what they mean.
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Dealing with text.

Reading a tert can be boring. Thie o how to make it inte a Jigeaw Tert', to be nead

out in pacns. You ueed to copy the text twice, and Uank out say 6 or 7 words in each text. The bey thougt,
éo to Uank out diffencut words in each text (giving 12-13 iu total). Stant with text A4, then a dentence o 2
later, Uanwk out a word in text B, then a dentence or 2 laten Ulank out a word in Text /4 and ¢o on. They will
look lile thes. (extract: A Level Fistony, but it worke just as well for texts at any level)

Text A, The radical nestructuning of society in the early pened was mainly
concemed with the abolition of feudalism and the centralization of the whole country. Tt wae a wvery
mportant Slep to achieve ducceddful economic and modennization, mainly by

frouiding revennes and manpower, Tu this essay, 7 will finot talk about the measancs carnied out conceruing
téea%a&dma{{em&am téenexﬁlaméawtéedemdmwﬁwﬁmdtéewma{m subseguent

Tet B. The nadical nestructuning of society in the canly Wleci period was mainly concered with the
abolition of and the centralization of the whole country. Tt was a very
mportant sleps To achieve succestful econsmic and military modernization, mainly by froviding revenues and
. then explain liow these meadunes frepaned the ground of Japan e

/ , v awd wdlit

The neader with Text 4 otants neading aloud. When they get ts the gap.  says ‘tomething and looks to B.
The holder of Text B describes the wond A o misoing, untid A4 guesses it. U they cannot get it, B can
simply tell them the andwen and A unites it in. B can help with spelling, but 4 and B must not LOOK at
eact; othens texts. Then B continues neading wherne 4 left off

Reading together o more engaging than neading alone. Oue student becps the other ‘on track . They have to

work together o make it work, ltke a jigeaw. They need to wte contextual clues, as well as theern partuens
telp to get their andwens.
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Tt's been wonderful to nececve fecdback from teachers who have tried some of the ideas mentioned in thie monthly
oo,

Fene s a modifeed idea that came back to us, which we have adapted still further and netunn to you for your iutenedt.

Se you are stanting a wew wnct of work. Everyoue's fresh and eagen and on an equal footing of iguorance! Why not

* Drint upp 20 (wambered) Zucstion carde and 20 comesponding (but not numbered) rnswer carde.

* Pace the 2 cands around for students to study in paine? Can they answer the guestions? Can they fronounce new
words? Do they bunow| Can they guess the meaninge? Do uew worde look likie old words? What part of speech are
they? You can cincalate and helfy as questions annive. sk them to practice reading the questions aloud, tell them
they will need to do this in clase doon.

* Band out the sences of mateling Anower cards

* Aok those with 2 cands to stand and ask thein gquestions. U anyoue liolding the 4 carde thinks their card matehes
the 2 cand, they stoald stand and read ther answen out. Teacken judges comectness.

(wote: Tt's veny helpful for later exam answering & you can guide them o look at the appropriatencss of the
grammar. Does the 4 mateh the 2 grammatically? E.9. VY the question ask Fow... ov: n what way.......7’
Aud the answer cand saye: Uy...ing'. thered a good chance it will matetr)

Tt's ap to you low much explanation of the andwers you give at thie otage. 7t depends on your goals and their
cutenedt level. Tt might nange from Jull to won exiotent andwers.

You could nepeat the exercise ar the end of the Unit. or just pase the Zuestions anound from facr to pacn o anduer
together in Euglich at the eud of the unit. That the carde were wsed inctially will give them dome lind of
legitimacy' to speak to them in English.

Tt's fun and low ley and the wew wonds ane oupposed to be anfamdlian and wnbuown, do ewone go
anpenaliced|unjudged. Tt focuces their attention on the wew wocal and thene are ofporntunitics for looking at how
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U gou are finishing a unit of work on when exams are coming up., why wot engage your dtudentd in dome
rewision in English?

Aok students to prepanc S (mone & 2o neviscon for exame) gquestion cards each with Luestions in Englich,
This conld nevise a wnit, a tewm on a yearn s work.

* Anange the otudents iuto groups of 4.

* Student | aske the groups the question ou their card. The groups members give answens and the guedtioner
gives feedback as to the comectucse of thece answens. Fopefully a discussion can ensue ¢ there's an
‘iformation gap' and you will be frec to cirealate and “mediate’

You can demonstrate this frocess findt with one group. Emphasise that the grout- mates dhould LISTEN
wot grall the card fnom the questionens lhande! U they don't get the gquestion the finot time, they can simply
adk for a nepeat.)

Ouce groups liave finished. They put all thein cands together and pass them to the et group who put them
i a pile face down. Ouc at a time, oue student turns over a question and reads it out. This time there will
be wo ‘expent’ (the oue who wnote the question) in the group., so you may uced to be mone avadlabile to helfs
odl.

Whien we prepare to teack. we become doubly sune of the content. You can 't explacn to someone elde. or judge
the comectueds of their neply. & you don't fully understand it yourself. By giving recponsibility to them to
{ind the questions, they anc neuising their noted|counse books. When they liave to cleck theer groups’ answens
and explacn why they are wrong, they asdume the role of “teachen.

Ao ite 1007 student focused. They own’ the content from the beginuing to the end of the frocess, raiding
WW‘ / .
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Octtober
We told you we would take small otepe. The forot one doeon't even cnvolue you saying anything in English at
all!

Rational
Chiange cs not something a lot of people welcome. Tt o deen as thneatening and it makes some people fecl

fearful. This seeme to get truer as we get older. So. let ¢ make the jinot clasenoom change one that the
students bave to do themselues.

Ferne's how it goed:

Every wow and then, stop. 4ok students sitting beside eack other to decide who o /4 and who o B. Aok 4
2o tell B evenything you have told them iun the last (107) minutes, but they have to do it in English. +H you
weed to do o walk arcund to matke sune they ane docng this. Then ask B to comect anything they got wrong,
or add anything they missed out. Repeat 15 minates later, but thie time & can go firet.

Wiy dees it work?

Students are engaged with theen counsenork, ALL students are either listening or talking. Ypur teacking
foiuts ane necycled and actively necalled and covected without you doing anything! They are fracticing
listening and talling iu English, you get a moments break, and they get a break fnom you. neady for the
wext pant of the lesson.

Try ct!
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Hovembier
Vocab: ew wonde and plnases

Let's go to the stant of a lesson and begin by putting a lisf of English words on the board. There may juct
be 2 on 3, thene may be 5 or 6 on mone.  They may be wew items. They may be necycled but they shoutd be
nelated to the lesson you ane about to teach.

You may like to cateh students’ attention by putting them ap a¢ scrambled words .e.9. #ESTLNG
(Englich). Ao they work them out, you ancte them af normally. O you may include a pelling mistake that
they have to Spof.

Tten:

. A (cu English) "What docs this one mean?” Give fecdback, perhaps including whether the word o
phnade & a woan, adjective, vernb or advent, and go ou to the uert oue. Uutdl they ane all doue.

2. Next, describe one of the worde e.q. “This word o a language that many people in Fong Roung speak
vory well'... 'Englich!’

3. Tow ¢ theirn tann. Tu paine, 4 chootes a word, deseribiee it for B, B caye which word it i and then
they swap. How it's B's turn to desendbe. You mouncton.

Wiy deee it work?

Tt's a fun way of getting them focused on some lbey vocabularny. There ¢ an element of competition. and they
ane actively cnvolved in either wding the worde or liotening for their meaning. I¢¢ a wice way of recycling
concefpts that lave been covened bejore. They could all be familian. exceppt for one: the one you will cover that
day. Thie will focus thecr attention on thie word o plnase. ¢ can be a uice way to review ctems before a tes?
ot exam. . the lidt can be veny long. . . 20-25 wonds and plnases. . .on you could prepane E sets, 4 and & and
they have To go Unough the liot in paine, taking turne deseriliing and guessing. They do all the work, all the
talling, all the Euglich, You juct set the nules.

Try ét!
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December
v et ap!!

Fun o a great motivator when struggling with a second language.
Thés mounth s idea io o making asking and andwering questions fun by making the simple nule:

U 7 ack you cw Englisk, you answer in Cantoncse, & 7 adk you in (Cantoncse. you answer in Englich.

Lie the previons 2 mouths' ideas. the majonity of the language work co being doue by THEN. wot the
teacher. Tu ths instance, all you uced o do io ask the guestions. You could even frepane them in advance, ¢
thie made you feel cafer.

This idea co aseful in a neuision lesson, or you could just make it a fun coutert for a whole lesson. "Today,
eveny time 9 adk anyone a question in Eny, you mudt answer in (antoncte, and wice versa’ Teachens adk
many questions daning the counde of the lesson. U modt of them are in Cantonese, GOOD! They will be
buoy thinking and answering in English. T thie soms dowan the whole pacinful frocess of waiting for an
answer oo mach, you could simply ask the whole class and get them to andwer in the appropriate language

Wiy deee it work?

mistakenly andwen the guedtion in the wrong language, you have to wuvv.. 72'¢ aldo eady on the teacher. 74
you can, adk in English, & wot, just ase (Cantounese and they still liave to think in Englich.
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February

Revidion
Prepare some Luestion cards in advance. You will need lalf the number of students in your class. Y you
have mone, that's fine (and helpful in cace you get “noad Wocks  arcund slow pains)

Give each pacn a question card: oue frerdon in the facr had to ask the quedtion, thetr pantuer has o andwer it.
(Tlie Zu co best & it's in English. . .bat & you can't manage it, that ¢ ok, just tell the questioner to
tanslate it). When they ane finished, they simply lhand the guedtion on to the nert pacr. The carde will
coreatate anound the noom. upp and down the aidles. in a cireult that you lhave explained before they start. 74
there ¢ a ‘noad Uock where questions ane filing up, judt move them o the next dedk, or feed in dome of
your ‘extra’ questions.

Wiy deee it work?

Tt freee you app to move ancand and lelpy out with troalle spots. You can ecther join in, in English. You
dould be getting more confident abiout using Englich in the clasercom by now. UYoun tudents have created an
envinomment whene they are having fun with English, and liopefully you are nelaed ensugh to join them.
Remember it's wot important that your Englich isn't perfect. T2 all about commaunicating a mesage
ofpectively. improving qour fluency and listening ohille as you go)

Weth ths activity, for 15 minates on s0, your room will be full with the noise of otudents talling to cack
other inw English on the topic of your choice. Wendenful! Well Done!
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Teme to neflect!

Fow o the amount of English being opoloen in your class going? Fave you tried out some of our ideas? 9
you have tried each oune out a couple of times each month, you may wow like to stant miving and matehing
and CHANGTNG them to suit your style and imagination] creativity.

The focus wntid wow lias been ou getting students to trandlate, re-word, listen to other students and answer
in Englich, You have wot weeded to say much at all.

of what you bave tauglt.

of them out.

VY that co the case, thie month it's time o look back over the cdeas from October te December. (Yhoote the one
you can see working in your clase and give it a try. The chances are that by wow they have been in a class
with a different teacker who thas atready tiied this techuigue, ¢o they will be very comfortablle and confident

Y you lhave given some of these ideas a try., wow stant wsing mone than oue in a lesson, and make changes to
them. Adapt them. Use groups. Teams. (ompetitions. 4o oun students ane exposed to these methods in a
varniety of diffencat classes theor attitude to English will change: i will be poscitive and open and we hope
this will also “infect’ you and the way you teack in a positive and healthy way. These are gneat ways to
nevise for tedt and exams.

Y qou haven't got started yet. wow ¢ the time to .. ..

Try ct!
(U you liave, you are a #ERO!)
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Way
Appoint a Panel !

Find 2 on 3 on & students who are strong in English (wse Englich Society membens & 74 or F5: they are
the ones wearing "Speak to e in Englich buttons on a Friday).

Tell them and the clase that for that day, they are your Eunglich Panel (of Trandlatons).
A any point duning the lesson you can otof and adk them to trandlate what you have judt said inte

Eunglish,

Wiy deee it work?

athead and take a lot of the lesson i English, but when teachens don't have these skille, they can actually
empower ther sludents to develop them cnstead. This io the neal gift of an effective teacher. Felpiing your
student go BEYOND your own level of ability, this can release student potential to limitless levels! By
handing over pomer and control of things i your classroom, you become a wery effective educator. (Tnstead
of a panel, you could simply get students into %o and ask the modt competent English speakser to be the
Panel Chacn’. This way you lhave more people talling!)

Uoing a panel like this docs 6 things:

A, T2 provides a great role model effect.

B, Tt gives those with good okille a neason to wse them and will streteh: them funther

C. Because they too are learuens, they will ase simpler structunes and likely talk dlower, therefore giving
the "audience’ a better chance of follonding.

D. Your matevial gets a ‘2% aiving’. Those who may have missed youn foint earlier, get a E° chance to
tear ¢t.

E. You can check to see &f what you have taught first time around has been undenstood by some of the mone
allle otudents, ( the ‘Panel’) and can nemedy this ¢ there are misundenstandings. This ereates an
cndtant asdesoment tool.

7. Tt will envane that your "Panel’ are REALLY attentive!

Try ct!



